WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week April 18 - 22, 2005.  Please

note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily

via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We

appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained

in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor

Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at 583-2165.

1.  APRIL 21ST PARENT MEETING

As a reminder, we will be having a SCHOOL-WIDE parents meeting this

Thursday, April 21st at 6:30 pm.  We highly encourage a strong

representation at that meeting as we will be discussing our curricular and

school-wide readiness for the coming academic year.  These meetings are

wonderful opportunities to share information as well as address

any concerns or feedback critical to our continued positive development.

We'll see you there!  Two additional meetings are also scheduled for the

remainder of the year: Thursday, May 12th, and Thursday, June 2nd at 6:30

p.m.  

2.  STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES:

Due to a needed (and previously delayed) system-wide upgrade conducted over

the Spring Break by our amazing IT parent volunteer, Doug Rodda, to our

PowerSchool server, report cards are being completed and printed this week

and student-led conferences (for all grades except Grade 5) are also

scheduled for this week.  If you have not yet done so, please contact your

child(ren)'s teacher directly to sign up for a conference day and time.

We would like to emphasize that these Quarter 3 conferences are just as

vital to gauging where your student is academically as well as supporting

his/her continued academic growth.  We are encourage all parents to

schedule a time to participate in a student-led conference in the coming

week(s).  Thank you so much!

3. MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT MEETING APRIL 28TH

The second parent meeting specifically for Middle School parents will be held

next Thursday, April 28th, at 6:30 pm in the multiuse room. This will be

another interactive session building upon the work we did at our last meeting

on March 23rd and work that has been done since then. By the end of the

meeting we will have formed a MS parent committee that can lead the effort

toward meeting the expectations we agree upon and meet regularly to track

same.

4.  BUDDING 3RD GRADE JOURNALISTS PRODUCE ISM'S FIRST-EVER MINI NEWSPAPER

We would like to extend enthusiastic kudos to Mara Awerbuck, Taylor Hobbs,

and YoungEun Shim for combining their journalistic talents to create an

impressive mini-newspaper for the "wonderful teachers, staff, and students"

of ISM.  Sixteen pages in length, it features the following sections:

Classroom Spotlight, Comics and Writing (by ISM students), Drawings and

Pictures (by ISM students), Chinese Facts from 3rd Grade, hot lunch menu for

the month, Amazing Photos, Great Recipes for Your Hungry Stomach, Games and

Activities, an Interview with Dr. Carber, and more!  This culminating

project by Mara, Taylor, and YoungEun went on sale Friday for the affordable

price of $0.25 per copy.  Stop by Grade 3 or email Dr. Carber at

scarber@ismonterey.org to purchase your copy.

5.  ISM CELEBRATES EARTH DAY WITH PERFORMANCES AND A FREE

SCHOOL-WIDE PICNIC!

Thanks to the organizational and creative prowess of Miss Danae and Miss

Anna, ISM will be celebrating Earth Day this coming Friday, April 22nd with

drama and flair!  Miss Touryan's 1st graders will perform "Gift from the

Gods" and ISM staffers will present a play, written by Miss Anna, featuring

"Enviro-Man" who helps to protect "Mother Earth" by reinforcing the power of

"reducing, reusing, recycling, and rotting".  Please note that the lunch

schedule on Friday will be altered to accommodate these two performances, so

we recommend that parents pack extra snacks, especially for our younger

students, on that day to minimize growling stomachs!  The performances will

start at 12:15 pm and the picnic, a tasty collection of vegetables, salads,

fruit, and cheese and tomato sandwiches, will follow at 12:45 pm.  For those

families who have already ordered hot lunch for this day, Miss Lisa will

ensure that your child is provided lunch.

Volunteers are needed to help set-up the event and we welcome any potluck

contributions.  A flyer detailing the day's events was forwarded home last

week with a response section at the bottom.  If able to help or provide

food, please return this section to Miss Danae or contact her at

dlabrie@ismonterey.org or Miss Anna at amoore@ismonterey.org.  Thanks so

much!  It promises to be a delightful afternoon.

6.  AFTER SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI) CREATES A RECYCLED GARDEN!

We are looking for cool and unusual planting containers or materials (wood,

nails, hammers etc) for building planter boxes.  If you have anything lying

around the house or yard, large or small, that would make a good -- yet safe

-- home for a plant, we would love the donation.  Wheelbarrows and wine

barrels welcome!  For more information or if you have questions about what

is suitable for the garden, please contact Danae Zytkoskee on campus or via

email at dlabrie@ismonerey.org.  Thank you so much!

7.  BIG SUR 5K THIS WEEKEND

For the 142 ISM community members who signed up to participate in the

Schools 5K Run and Fundraiser, get your walking / running shoes ready

because the event is this weekend, Sunday, April 24th at 7:30 am sharp!

Goodie bags complete with event t-shirts, participant bibs, buttons (created

by parent volunteer Janice Barker), and miscellaneous event material were

organized Saturday as one the Saturday Work Day projects and will be

forwarded to families by tomorrow.  The recommended arrival time at the

Carmel Crossroads is 7:00 am or slightly earlier to allow time to find

parking at the Crossroads and to make your way to the staging area -- look

for myself and/or Mrs. Jahn or PE instructor Julie Livingston to the right

of the stage so that we "ISMers" can join forces prior to the event --

before the starting gun goes off at 7:30 am.  Only registered participants

in the Schools 5K can take part, so please make appropriate accommodations

for any unregistered younger children; they will not be allowed on the

course in strollers, backpacks, or slings.

We are certainly hoping that our 142 member strong ISM team will position us

well to compete for one of the various participant awards.  However, we are

also encouraging ISM students to reach out to family  and friends to collect

pledges based on their participation in the Schools 5K.  Should they choose

to do this, checks can be made payable to "ISM", remind donors that no

amount is too small, and submit pledges to Lisa Burns by Wednesday, April

27th.  This event is a wonderful community-building event for all involved

and we are so pleased to have such a strong, committed group participating

once again this year!

8.  AFTERSCHOOL CHESS PROGRAM

A new session of the Afterschool Chess Program is strategically set for this

Wednesday, April 20th through May 25th.  The cost to participate is $60 with

instructor Lev Frenklakh generously donating 15% of the registration fees to

ISM.  We now have a consistent group of 13 chess regulars who meet on

Wednesday afternoons; however, both Lev and his mentors are eager to have

new participants join the program.  Registration flyers are available on the

information credenza in the admin office and checks can be made out to

"ISM".  Lev Frenklakh is a professional chess coach with over 25 years

experience in training, teaching, and promoting chess.

9.  SOLICITATION FOR LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS

The ISM library is opening for business and Library Coordinator, parent

volunteer Yvette Satchell, is requesting volunteer support on the following

days:  Wednesdays from 8:30 - 9:30 am, 11:15 am - 12:15 pm, 12:15 - 1:15 pm,

and 2:00 - 3:15 pm and Thursdays from 11:15 am - 12:15 pm and 12:15 - 1:15

pm.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Yvette on Fridays via

ISM's telephone number, 583-2165 or email her at yvettecarmel@yahoo.com.  We

have included the specific breakdown of hours needed so that if your

schedule only allows for an hour commitment, you can better choose a time

that meets your schedule.  Remember, much like the 5K pledges, we are happy

to have any level of commitment from our amazing parent volunteers!

10.  SCHOOL-WIDE SPELLING BEE

ISM students have been such enthusiastic supporters of spelling bees

(conducted previously in preparation for Lyceum-sponsored spelling bees)

that we have organized a school-wide spelling bee for 3rd - 7th graders plus

teacher-recommended 2nd graders for Thursday, April 28th during a special

assembly.  Start spreading the word and more details will follow!

11.  LAST WEEK'S GRADE 3 DENTAL SCREENING

Two local orthodontists and members of the Monterey Bay Dental Society

(MBDS), Dr. Palma and Dr. Jarvis, conducted brief dental screenings of our

third graders last Wednesday.  Hopefully, parents have since received and

reviewed the "Dental Screening Record" which may recommend any follow-up

dental care that the dentists recommended.  As mentioned last week, please

forward this information to your child's dentist or if in need of a family

dentist, contact the Monterey Bay Dentist Society at 658-0168 for qualified

dentists in the area.  This volunteer service sponsored by the MBDS was

well-received by students and staff alike and we are likely to expand the

number of students that participate next year.

12.  STAR TESTING SCHEDULE: CORRECTION

Please note that during the week of May 2nd - 6th, ISM 2nd - 7th graders

will be participating in the STAR testing, with make-up testing scheduled

for the following week.  Please do not plan family outings, vacations,

doctor, dentist, or orthodontist appointments during this time and ensure

that your child is well rested and nourished.  A more detailed schedule of

testing to follow as May 2nd approaches.

13.  SCHOOL-WIDE ENRICHMENT PROPOSALS

Our current session of SEM will conclude April 22nd.  The next five-week

session is due to begin May 6th through June 3rd, from 2 - 3:20 pm on Friday

afternoons.  We would love to get an earlier start on working with parent

providers for this next session.  Any parents or volunteers who are

interested in committing to this five-week teaching opportunity on a subject

of personal interest or passion is requested to complete a SEM form

(available on the front desk credenza in the admin office) and submit it to

Dr. Carber by Wednesday, April 27th at 8:30 pm.  Please email

scarber@ismonterey.org if you have any questions.  Please note that we do

ask SEM instructors to find their own substitutes in the event of an

absence.

14.  SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM

ISM will be having three weeks of summer camp entitled "Summer Fun at ISM"

beginning June 13th through July 1st at a weekly cost of $110.  Lisa

Wichael-Loomis will, once again, serve as the program provider for these

camps.  Salmon-colored flyers are being distributed today -- so, please look

for them -- in order to give our current students "first dibs" on the

available slots.  Later this month, we will advertising this same program to

new ISM families, so sign up early!

15.  YEARBOOK DEDICATION / ADVERTISEMENT PAGES (REMINDER)

To help offset the cost of publishing the 2004-05 yearbook, yearbook staff

will be selling Dedication and Advertisement pages at $10 per business card

size space.  These pages may be used for well wishes, poetry, loving

thoughts for your child, in addition to advertising your business.  A full

page is available at a cost of $100 which could include a baby photo or

current picture of your child - or - a full page dedicated to marketing your

business to the ISM community.  Do not forget to mention these options to

family members: grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. who may be thrilled to

send their favorite grandson/daughter, niece, or nephew words of

congratulations on the successful conclusion of another school year.  All

funds raised from these pages will directly go to reducing the purchase

price of the yearbook.  Please submit all information, relevant photos ( and

payment for the dedications and advertisements no later than Friday, April

29th.   

16. THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

Have you heard?  Reeve and Logan are now appearing in MPC¹s production of The

Velveteen Rabbit, directed by our own Alicia Wharton!  The performance also

features ISMers Taylor Hobbes, Dillon and Tristan Cox, Chloe Kincaid, and

parent Daniel Weinstein . . . not to mention all-star mums and dads assisting

behind the scenes. Do try and see this terrific production, playing through

April 24th.  Friday and Saturday performances begin at 8:00 PM, and Sunday¹s

matinee begins at 2:00 PM.  Tickets may be obtained by calling MPC Box Office

at 646-4212 Wednesdays through Fridays from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM, or two hours

prior to curtain.  Tickets may also be purchased online at

http://TicketGuys.com.
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