WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week April 11 - 15, 2005.  Please

note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily

via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We

appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained

in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor

Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at 583-2165.

1.  ISM RECEIVES $25,000 CHAPMAN GRANT

For our exciting lead story, please refer to the ISM Foundation section of

the news brief below!  However, please join me in congratulating our

Development Director Erin Morita on the successful outcome of her first

grant application written on behalf of the International School of Monterey.

We certainly appreciate her efforts and look forward to continued positive

responses from our funding agencies based on her endeavors!

2.  SCHOOL-TO-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP WITH THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

OF PRAGUE (ISP)

We are pleased to announce that Executive Director Chrissie Jahn and

Curriculum Coordinator / Grade 3 instructor Dr. Steve Carber visited the

International School of Prague in the Czech Republic last week in order to

pave the way for a State Department-supported school-to-school partnership

between ISP and ISM.  In the coming years, we hope to engage in a variety of

activities with ISP, including staff visitations and exchanges.  As many of

you may recall, ISP's Director, Robert Landau, was instrumental in the early

development of ISM as our founding director and he continues to be an

integral professional resource and supporter.  Dr. Carber has placed a

variety of ISP "materials of interest" on the table near the staff mailboxes

in the admin office; they are worth perusing to help us further clarify our

vision of ISM as world-class international school.

3.  SPECIAL ORDNANCE SAFETY AWARENESS ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED FOR TOMORROW

As many of you are aware, the former Ford Ord, located in close proximity to

ISM's Manzanita campus, was an Army training center for over 40 years.

Consequently, military munitions to include rockets, mortars, and other

explosives were used throughout many areas of the former military base.

Although the areas where munitions were specifically used are now closed to

the public and an ongoing clean-up and ordnance removal program is underway,

the Department of the Army is making it a priority to educate neighbors of

the base, especially children, of the danger of these devices and the

importance of staying out of posted "off limits" areas.

At tomorrow's school-wide assembly, Public Affairs Officer Lyle Shurtleff

from the former Fort Ord will present a one-hour ordnance awareness safety

presentation for our students.  This presentation coordinated in conjunction

with the Fort Ord environmental cleanup staff and local police emphasizes

how to recognize possible unexploded ordnance, the dangers of touching

munitions, and describes what to do if such an item is found.  Last year

alone, over 500 school children in the Monterey Peninsula and Salinas areas

were exposed to this valuable presentation in the hopes of keeping our "most

precious assets" -- our children -- safe.  The Tuesday morning assembly

begins at 9:05 am should you desire to join us for this informative

presentation.

4.  DENTAL SCREENING FOR ISM'S 3RD GRADERS

ISM's 30 3rd graders in Dr. Carber's and Mr. Spedding's classes will take

part in a free dental screening this coming Wednesday, April 13th at 10:15

am.  Sponsored by the Monterey Bay Dental Society (MBDS) and provided by Dr.

Palma, a volunteer dentist, member of MBDS, and a locally-known

orthodontist, this brief examination will help to detect existing problems

requiring treatment, but is not meant to replace routine dental check-ups.

In addition to this email, we also sent home an informational notice today

with each 3rd grader.  Should any parent not wish for his/her child to

participate in this screening, please contact Lisa Griffin Burns at 583-2165

prior to Wednesday morning.  Following the screening, a "Dental Screening

Record" will be forwarded to parents with recommendations for needed dental

care.  If a visit to a dentist is recommended and you do not have a family

dentist, the Monterey Bay Dentist Society at 658-0168 is happy to recommend

names of dentists in our area.  Please do not feel obligated to seek treatment

from Dr. Palma based on this screening; he has provided this volunteer

service to the youngsters of our community for many years and he is thrilled

to be coming to ISM!

5.  STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES

Due to a needed (and previously delayed) system-wide upgrade conducted over

the Spring Break by our amazing IT parent volunteer, Doug Rodda, to our

PowerSchool server, relevant to the PowerGrade program teachers utilize for

end-of-quarter grading, report cards will be completed this week and

Student-led conferences will be scheduled for next week.  Please contact

your child(ren)'s teacher directly to sign up for a conference day and time.

We appreciate your support in this change to our academic schedule.

6.  STAR TESTING SCHEDULE

Please note that during the week of May 2nd - 6th, ISM 3rd - 7th graders

will be participating in the STAR testing, with make-up testing scheduled

for the following week.  Please do not plan family outings, vacations,

doctor, dentist, or orthodontist appointments during this time and ensure

that your child is well rested and nourished.  A more detailed schedule of

testing to follow as May 2nd approaches.

7.  APRIL 21ST PARENT MEETING

Please mark your schedule, if you have not already done so, for the next

parent meeting at ISM scheduled for this coming Thursday, April 21st at 6:30

PM.  As we progress toward the end of the 2004-05 school year, staff,

especially those on the middle school committee, are meeting weekly to

further develop and strengthen curricular and school-wide readiness for the

challenges of next year.  This meeting is a wonderful opportunity for staff

and parents to discuss the class configurations for next year, middle school

curriculum, as well as any concerns or feedback critical to our continued

positive development.  We'll see you there!  Two additional meetings are

also scheduled for the remainder of the year: Thursday, May 12th, and

Thursday, June 2nd at 6:30 p.m.

8.  SCHOOL-WIDE SPELLING BEE

ISM students have been such enthusiastic supporters of spelling bees

(conducted previously in preparation for Lyceum-sponsored spelling bees)

that we have organized a school-wide spelling bee for 3rd - 7th graders plus

teacher-recommended 2nd graders for Thursday, April 28th during a special

assembly.  Start spreading the word and more details will follow!

9.  SCHOOL-WIDE ENRICHMENT PROPOSALS

Our current session of SEM will conclude April 22nd.  The next five-week

session is due to begin May 6th through June 3rd, from 2 - 3:20 PM on Friday

afternoons.  We would love to get an earlier start on working with parent

providers for this next session.  Any parents or volunteers who are

interested in committing to this five-week teaching opportunity on a subject

of personal interest or passion is requested to complete a SEM form

(available on the front desk credenza in the admin office) and submit it to

Dr. Carber by Wednesday, April 27th at 8:30 PM.  Please email

scarber@ismonterey.org if you have any questions.  Please note that we do

ask SEM instructors to find their own substitutes in the event of an

absence.

10.  SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM

ISM will be having three weeks of summer camp entitled "Summer Fun at ISM"

beginning June 13th through July 1st at a weekly cost of $110.  Lisa

Wichael-Loomis will, once again, serve as the program provider for these

camps.  Flyers will be distributed next week to give our current students

"first dibs" on the available slots.  Later this month, we will be advertising

this same program to new ISM families, so sign up early!

11.  DAILY SNACK BAR OPENED TODAY

In addition to the daily hot lunch program, ISM kicked opened its doors

today to the daily snack bar operated by  Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis and

offered in the multiuse room during the three morning breaks.  Items such as

milk (including soy milk), water, yogurt, trail mix, granola bars, and

bagels will be available for sale for a cost of $.50 - $1.50.  Students

loved today's snack bar and the top selling item was bagels.  Bring on the

cream cheese!  All proceeds benefit ISM.

12.  SHELVING NEEDED FOR ADMIN STORAGE ROOM: SECOND NOTICE

Thanks to the generosity of Paul and Ellen Gaucher, we currently have 3 sets

of "Gorilla Rack" storage shelving for our large admin storage room.

However, at least 5 more sets are needed to adequately accommodate all the

material slated for that space.  We would greatly appreciate any ISM

families who would be interested in donating a set -- in preparation for

organizing this room during our next Saturday Work Day on April 16th.  If

interested, please coordinate your donation with Ellen Gaucher at

elgaucher@sbcglobal.net.

13.  YEARBOOK DEDICATION / ADVERTISEMENT PAGES (REMINDER)

To help offset the cost of publishing the 2004-05 yearbook, yearbook staff

will be selling Dedication and Advertisement pages at $10 per business card

size space.  These pages may be used for well wishes, poetry, loving

thoughts for your child, in addition to advertising your business.  A full

page is available at a cost of $100 which could include a baby photo or

current picture of your child - or - a full page dedicated to marketing your

business to the ISM community.  Do not forget to mention these options to

family members: grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. who may be thrilled to

send their favorite grandson/daughter, niece, or nephew words of

congratulations on the successful conclusion of another school year.  All

funds raised from these pages will directly go to reducing the purchase

price of the yearbook.  Please submit all information, relevant photos ( and

payment for the dedications and advertisements no later than Friday, April

29th.   

ADDENDUM (Added 04/12/05)

ISM's 2nd graders are taking

part in the STAR tests, which will be conducted the week of May 2 - 6, 2005,

with make-up testing occurring the following week, May 9 - 13, 2005.

Additionally, this coming Saturday, April 16th will be the Saturday Work Day

for April.  Typically, monthly work days are scheduled for the 2nd Saturday

of the month; however, we were on break during that time.  We look forward

to seeing some of you on campus on Saturday to help assemble some shelving

for the admin storage closet and organize closet contents, participate in

campus grounds clean up, to include some picnic tables utilized for the

recent art projects, and other classroom-specific tasks.  Work day times are

from 9:30 am - 1:30 PM and no previous arrangements are needed to

help...simply show up with your energy and enthusiasm.  ISM students are

welcome and encouraged to help out on Work Day Saturdays as well.

Finally, if you have not yet informed the ISM office that your child will /

will not be returning to ISM for the coming academic year ....or your plans

have changed since doing so earlier in January, please, please, please let

us know ASAP.  This information is critical to our planning for next year

and affects our timely notice to families on the 2005-06 waiting list that

they may have a placement at ISM.  Over the next week, we will be forwarding

out response forms to families from whom we have not yet heard feedback;

however, I also welcome an email that indicates your intentions as well.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Fundraising News

1.  Chapman Foundation Awards ISM $25,000

The William McCaskey Chapman and Adaline Dinsmore Chapman Foundation, an

important organization supporting youth-related causes in the coastal areas

of Monterey County, has awarded $25,000 to ISM to be applied toward our

Spanish language and arts programs.  As you are probably aware, those are

two of ISM¹s core programs which are not covered by state funds.  This is

ISM¹s third grant award from the Chapman Foundation, making them our most

important private funder at this time.  There are few grant making

organizations in this region with such a strong  demonstrated commitment to

curricular innovation.  We are grateful for their continued consideration

and support.  

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1.  Free Community Workshop on Motivating Children

Embassy Suites

Wednesday, April 13, 2005

6:30 -8:30 PM

³Understanding and Overcoming Learned Helplessness: How to Increase

Motivation and Output²

Presenter:  Kristen Atkins, Outreach Director at Chartwell School

In the same way that students learn to succeed, they can also learn to

use helplessness as an excuse for failure. This workshop will help

participants learn how to help students, families, and school systems

overcome the cycle of failure and empower students to succeed.

Theories and research will be presented that support effective

strategies to re-establish the link between effort and achievement.

Kristen Atkins has been involved in both private and public sector

education since 1985.  Specializing in working with children with

learning differences, her past experience includes a variety of senior

administrative positions for schools, math and science education, and

college-level teacher training.

2. Free Program in Emergency Readiness

The Monterey Fire Department is starting a new CERT (Community Emergency

Response Team, formally known as NERT) program on Wednesday, April 13.  It

is a 6-week program, meeting from 6PM to 9PM every Wednesday at the

Emergency Operations Center next to the Monterey Fire Department on Pacific

Street in Monterey.  The purpose of the program is to teach you how to help

yourself, your family and your neighbors in time of disasters such as a

forest fire, an earthquake or even a terrorist attack.  The program is free

of charge to everyone, no matter where you live.  (It used to be free to

Monterey residents only.)  Call 646-3900 to register, or learn more about

the program at http:\\Training.FEMA.Gov\EMIWEB\CERT

<http://Training.FEMA.Gov/EMIWEB/CERT> .

3.  Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo Summer Day Camp

Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo, a summer program operated each summer by the

Monterey State Historic Park (California Department of Parks and Recreation)

working in conjunction with the Old Monterey Preservation Society, is taking

applications.  Los Ninos provides a unique educational experience for

children of Monterey Peninsula communities.  The program runs for one week,

M-F, 8:45AM ­ 12:30PM.  For students entering the 5th and 6th grades in the

fall, Session #1 is June 20-24 and Session #2 is June 27-July 1. For

students entering the 3rd and 4th grades in the fall, Session #1 is July

11-15 and Session #2 is July 18-22.

The cost is $150 per session, which includes materials fee, snacks, and

membership to the Old Monterey Preservation Society. Some scholarships are

available. There is great demand for the program (it sells out every year),

so interested families should apply soon. Class brochures and student

applications are available at the Cooper Museum Store, 525 Polk Street,

Monterey. For more information, contact program registrars Toy Bryant at

831/373-1052 or Fran Tarr at 831/372-4819.
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