WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, MARCH 28, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week March 28 - April 1, 2005.

Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families

primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and

money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information

contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please

contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.  SPRING BREAK CAMP PROGRAM / HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:

Today is the deadline to sign up for the Spring Break Arts and Crafts camp

being held next week from 8:20 am to 4:20 pm daily .  Lisa Wichael-Loomis

will be the program provider; the weekly fee is $125 per student.  Space is

limited, so please register no later than 5:30 pm today to guarantee

placement.  As camp supplies need to be ordered tomorrow, no late

registrations will be accepted following today's deadline.  Please make

checks payable to "ISM" and forward directly to Lisa Wichael-Loomis.

Questions?  Contact Lisa at 583-2165 or via email at

lwloomis@ismonterey.org.

Reminder: the deadline for hot lunch orders for the week following our

Spring Break are due this Wednesday, March 30th.   When submitting the

menus, please make sure that all checks are made out to "ISM' and include

your child's name on both the menu and the check (on the memo line).  This

ensures that if a check gets separated from a menu, it can be traced and

your child will receive the lunch(s) ordered.  Thank you so much!

2.  MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENTS MEETING:  Thanks go to all those parents of 5th,

6th, and 7th graders who took part in the meeting last Wednesday evening. We

all have very busy lives and it is understood that not everyone could make

the meeting last week.  For those unable to attend as well as those who were

there, a brief recap of what was discussed went out via email and hard

copies are available on the credenza in the front office.  The interactive

session brought out what the Middle School (MS) is doing well and where we

need to focus our energies to improve.  Since this took us past 8 pm, we

broke with a new MS meeting to be scheduled in April.  A committee working

on Computer/Internet safety is currently developing guidelines that will be

posted in the computer lab next week.  Other committees will be formed as

work towards improvement continues.  As always, the time parents (and

teachers) take to support ISM is very much appreciated.

3.  STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS:  Students lined up last Tuesday to vote

for their student government representatives and we are proud to announce

the 2005 officers:  President - Jordan Kausin (7th); Vice President - Iljin

Cho (5th); Special Events Coordinator - Blythe Barrymore (5th); and

Secretary - Raven Compagno (4th).  Congratulations! Class representatives

have been selected by each class separately and will be announced at

tomorrow¹s assembly.

4.  SPACE @ MANZANITA 2005-06:  A new lease for our existing space is to be

signed after John Lamb formally takes over as Interim Superintendent

(3/28).  We have purposely held off signing the lease until this time to

ensure, to the largest extent possible, that the signers are still present

over the next few years.  Part of the new lease spells out that the students

attending King's upper Manzanita campus for Kindergarten and 1st grade will

remain on campus next school year (05-06) and completely vacate the campus

in 06-07. Portables currently used by other programs will be vacated to

accommodate our growth next year. Again, more information will be

forthcoming as soon as the lease document is signed.

5.  SPANISH INSTRUCTORS ATTEND DIGITAL STREAM CONFERENCE AT CSUMB

Last Thursday (3/24), Friday (3/25), and Saturday (3/26), Señor Candia and

Señorita Candia attended and presented at the 2005 Digital Stream Conference

held at the California State University, Monterey Bay.  The theme of the

conference was "Theory and Practice: Foreign Language Pedagogy with Evolving

Technology".   Our teachers presented their work and shared their

experiences of enhancing language learning with technology, utilizing

examples of what ISM is doing in their Language Learning Process.  Señor

Candia and Señorita Candia came back with great ideas and even more

motivated to strengthen foreign language acquisition through technology.

³It was a great experience to share and learn from teachers and professors

from all over the country and the world,² shares Señorita Candia following

the conference.  Note: Please also refer to the attached document to find

out more about a celebration of the "Benefits and Value of Language

Learning" upcoming this Friday, April 1st, 2005 to be held in the Rodeo Room

of the Salinas Sports Complex from 4:00-7:00 p.m.

6.  ISM ART PROGRAM: NOTES FROM "MR. D"

This week is the final week that students have to complete their sculpture

projects for grades 2/3B, 4, 6, and 7.  Students will be painting; therefore

paint may find itself on clothing or shoes.  Again, smocks will be provided

to cover shirts.  An important reminder:  all essays accompanying the

sculptures will be due Friday, April 1st.  Students have the option of

working on their sculptures after school any day this week, except  for

Tuesday.

7.  2005-06 SCHOOL CALENDAR (UPDATE): REMINDER

The new calendar is now posted on our website under

http://www.ismonterey.org/calendar_of_events.html and is also available on

the credenza in the front office.

8.  LOST "BUNDY" CLARINET

Apparently in the shuffle of our recent move to our Manzanita campus, 6th

grader Gordon Kramer has misplaced a "Bundy" clarinet valued at $600.  It is

stored in a green hard plastic case and has an identification label on it.

If any ISM community member has seen this clarinet or took it home by

accident, please contact Gordon's mother, Stefanie, directly at

bskramer4@sbcglobal.net to report any helpful information.  Thank you!

9.  DAILY SNACK BAR OPENS FOLLOWING THE BREAK

In addition to the daily hot lunch program, ISM will now be offering a daily

snack bar for students.  Items such as milk, water, yogurt, trail mix,

granola bars, and bagels will be available for sale for a cost of $.50 -

$1.50.  Students will make purchases directly from Miss Lisa Wichael-Loomis

in the multiuse room during their respective morning recess breaks.  A flyer

with more details on the newly-opening snack bar will be forwarded out this

week.

10.  SHELVING NEEDED FOR ADMIN STORAGE ROOM

Thanks to the generosity of Paul and Ellen Gaucher, we currently have 3 sets

of "Gorilla Rack" storage shelving for our large admin storage room.

However, at least 5 more sets are needed to adequately accommodate all the

material slated for that space.  We would greatly appreciate any ISM

families who would be interested in donating a set -- in preparation for

organizing this room during our next Saturday Work Day on April 16th.  If

interested, please coordinate your donation with Ellen Gaucher at

elgaucher@sbcglobal.net.

11.  DO SOME SPRING CLEANING AND LET THE AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI)

PROGRAM BENEFIT (REMINDER):  Do you plan on doing some Spring cleaning

during the upcoming Spring Break?  It's a great activity to do with your

child(ren) to teach them the value of recycling / reusing items, such as

children's toys.  As a reminder, the ASI program is desperately seeking

donations of second-hand items such as old  "G" or "PG" rated movies,

puzzles and games (complete with all their pieces), Legos, Lincoln logs,

stamps and ink pads, and the like.  Following last week's call for supplies,

only one item was submitted, so please consider donating.

12.  PASS THE WORD!  ISM'S LIBRARY WILL BE OFFICIALLY OPENING APRIL 18TH

During the week of April 18th (following our Spring Break), ISM students

will be taking part in library orientation trainings with key library

volunteers prior to the exciting re-opening of the library on Monday, April

25th.  These class-by-class orientations will remind students of proper

library usage re: checking in / out books, appropriate library behavior, and

ways they can help maintain the space in the absence of an official

librarian.  Additional library volunteers are still needed to allow for the

fully successful opening of the library and we are hoping to have specific

hours printed in the news brief next week, so if you are interested in

helping, either step forward now (contact Yvette Satchell at

yvettecarmel@yahoo.com or Janice Barker at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net) or look

for the "schedule of need" next week.  Our students are very eager to use

the library again, so we are excited to be this close to that goal!  Many

thanks to the small, yet dedicated team of parents who have made this a

reality following our move.

13.  YEARBOOK DEDICATION / ADVERTISEMENT PAGES (REMINDER)

To help offset the cost of publishing the 2004-05 yearbook, yearbook staff

will be selling Dedication and Advertisement pages at $10 per business card

size space.  These pages may be used for well wishes, poetry, loving

thoughts for your child, in addition to advertising your business.  A full

page is available at a cost of $100 which could include a baby photo or

current picture of your child - or - a full page dedicated to marketing your

business to the ISM community.  Do not forget to mention these options to

family members: grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. who may be thrilled to

send their favorite grandson/daughter, niece, or nephew words of

congratulations on the successful conclusion of another school year.  All

funds raised from these pages will directly go to reducing the purchase

price of the yearbook.  Please submit all information, relevant photos ( and

payment for the dedications and advertisements no later than Friday, April

29th.   

14.  UPCOMING ISM PARENT MEETINGS (REMINDER):  Please mark your calendars

for a series of upcoming parent meetings taking place once per month,

beginning in April, designed to discuss parent evaluations of our progress

as well as solicit input on the future direction of our school.  The first

such meeting is planned for Thursday, April 21st at 6:30 pm in our multiuse

room, followed up by two more on Thursday, May 12th, and Thursday, June 2nd

at 6:30 p.m.  Please plan to attend.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Fundraising News

1.  WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD GALA UPDATE

It¹s official!  The 2005 World Neighborhood Gala raised $45,000!  That

amount will be applied toward the costs of programs and operations at ISM.

As you know, at ISM we do not cut programs, so our program costs are

substantially higher than at other public schools in our district.  The Gala

proceeds, when combined with our Family Fair Share program, helps to

address this cost differential.

More Gala news:  special congratulations to parent Dora Martinez, who won

the cash draw and received a check for $2,250!

Thank you again to all who attended and all who contributed auction items,

as well as the many parents who indefatigably supported the event with their

time, brainpower, energy and smiles.

Early birds, save the date!  The 2006 World Neighborhood Gala is set for

Friday, March 31st of next year, again at the Beach and Tennis Club in

Pebble Beach.  

We are already putting together the initial plans for the 2006 Gala, so

please contact Erin at 583-2168 if you want to be a part of constructing and

orchestrating this fabulous event from the ground up.  It is an endeavor

that is demanding and rewarding in large equal parts.

2.  DON'T FORGET WAMOOLA

For those of you who bank at Washington Mutual, please sign up for their

WaMoola for Schools program.  Once you have registered your Washington

Mutual Visa Check Card, every time you make a purchase with your card, ISM

earns a point.  At the end of each calendar year, the points are converted

into cash from a fund the Bank has established for the support of schools.

Go to www.wamoolaforschools.com <http://www.wamoolaforschools.com/>  for

sign-up instructions, program details, and related features.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1.  LOS NINOS DE MONTEREY VIEJO SUMMER DAY CAMP

 Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo, a summer program operated each summer by the

Monterey State Historic Park (California Department of Parks and Recreation)

working in conjunction with the Old Monterey Preservation Society, is taking

applications.  Los Ninos provides a unique educational experience for

children of Monterey Peninsula communities.  The program runs for one week,

M-F, 8:45AM ​ 12:30PM.  For students entering the 5th and 6th grades in the

fall, Session #1 is June 20-24 and Session #2 is June 27-July 1.  For

students entering the 3rd and 4th grades in the fall, Session #1 is July

11-15 and Session #2 is July 18-22.

The cost is $150 per session, which includes materials fee, snacks, and

membership to the Old Monterey Preservation Society. Some scholarships are

available. There is great demand for the program (it sells out every year),

so interested families should apply soon. Class brochures and student

applications are available at the Cooper Museum Store, 525 Polk Street,

Monterey. For more information, contact program registrars Toy Bryant at

831/373-1052 or Fran Tarr at 831/372-4819.

International School of Monterey   P.O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93942-0711

Tel:  (831) 583-2165     Fax: (831) 899-7653

