WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week March 14 - 18, 2005.  Please

note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily

via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We

appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained

in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor

Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at 583-2165.

1.  STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION O'CONNELL AWARDS ISM GRANT

The lawn in front of the Multi-use room was the venue for an exciting

presentation by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Jack

O¹Connell, this past Friday.  He chose ISM as the school he would personally

hand an (over-sized) check in the amount of $250,000.  The quarter million

comes from the federally funded Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP)

administered through the California Department of Education.  Just 11

established charter schools earned PCSGP dissemination grants in California.

Eighty-four others earned startup and implementation grants through the

competitive application and review process.  A total of 291 applications

were evaluated and scored by panels of readers composed of charter school

experts from across the state and nation. These monies are specifically

earmarked for the further development, documentation, and dissemination of

our best practices to other charter and traditional public schools. A very

pleasant injection of cash indeed!

2.  STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

The excitement surrounding student government and the impending elections

has been great. Most students have behaved in an admirable way, displaying

respect towards their competitors. Unfortunately, a few students made poor

choices, including defacing others¹ posters, which ultimately led to the

postponement of these elections until March 22nd. At last week¹s assembly,

the reasons for the delay as well as the rules were explained to all

students present:

1)   Each student wishing to run needs to fill out an ³Intent to Run² form.

This includes those that had filled one out previously. These new forms will

be signed by the student, his/her teacher(s), and his/her parent /

guardian(s).

2)   As these are leadership positions, students on academic probation

(those receiving a D or F in class) or on a behavior contract, will not be

eligible to run until these issues have improved. A teacher¹s signature on

the ³Intent to Run² form will signify eligibility.

3)   Students will be allowed only 2 posters, no bigger than 30x40, which

will be placed in the cafeteria. (Existing posters and flyers may be

re-used.)

4)   Flyers are not to be posted and can be distributed on only one day:

March 21st  

5)   Students will be asked to make a short 1-2 minute campaign speech at

the March 15th assembly.

Once again, we would like to stress that most of our students have behaved

in accordance with the highest expectations of ISM. It is a cornerstone of

ISM¹s mission to encourage and develop respectful, compassionate, and caring

citizens of the world and of our own ISM community.

3.  2005-06 SCHOOL CALENDAR:

As declared in an email last week, beginning next academic school year

(2005-06), we will be moving to a modified year-round calendar, with three

2-week breaks coinciding with MPUSD's calendar. Our first day of school will

be August 8th (one week later than MPUSD) and the last day will be June 7th.

The decision to move to this calendar was made based upon information

gathered and shared on the academic and social pros/cons of this

calendar-type and the input from our community. Realizing that not all

families¹ wishes can be honored, we appreciate your support of the decision

and encourage enjoyment of the eight-week summer break, whether you plan to

travel or to stay in the area.

4.  EMOTIONALALLY INTELLIGENT PARENTING: Workshop by Dr. Catherine Hambley

Parenting strategies based on the emotional intelligence (EI) model can

dramatically alter the home atmosphere, bringing new-found levels of

closeness, bonding, and cohesiveness to all family members.  Emotionally

intelligent parenting emphasizes identifying, acknowledging, and then

responding appropriately and constructively to one's own emotions and to the

emotions of one's children.  Parents seek to understand the perspective of

their children.  This type of parenting helps children identify and

understand how they are feeling, and then use this knowledge in deciding how

to respond.  It involves recognizing that children's behaviors are often a

response to what they are thinking and feeling about any given situation.

Parents who are more emotionally competent themselves, are in an excellent

position to promote emotional competencies in their children, thus providing

them opportunities for greater success.

Dr. Catherine Hambley, ISM parent of 4th grader Carli and local

psychologist, will be leading a workshop on "Emotionally Intelligent

Parenting" from 6:30 - 8:00 pm on Thursday, March 17th in ISM's multiuse

room.  This will be a valuable discussion, so we encourage ISM parents to

attend this evening workshop.

5.  COUNTYWIDE SPELLING BEE

Congratulations to the "bee-wondrous, bee-special, bee-super" speller 6th

grader Ellie Beckett for representing ISM yesterday at the championship

finals of the Monterey County Spelling Bee held at Hartnell College.  We

congratulate her on successfully making it to the finals and trying her best

in the endeavor!

6.  HUGE ISM SUPPORT FOR BIG SUR / SCHOOLS 5K FUNDRAISER

Wow!  The ISM community turned out in amazingly strong fashion last week to

support the Schools 5K fundraiser walk / run on Sunday, April 24th!  Our

team consists of 142 members of the ISM community, to include 70 adults and

72 students.  In addition to this event being physically rewarding, is a

wonderful activity to strengthen ISM community bonds...as evidenced by the

number of participants who enthusiastically return each year and who

actively recruit others to join them.  We have also been successful at

winning a financial participation award (based on the size of our team as a

percentage of our enrollment) and I believe that we are certainly well

positioned to vie for the $1000 first place award with 142 registrants!

Each year, I do field the following question "Why not make a direct

contribution to ISM for $15 (for children) or $25 (for adults) rather than

BSIM (Big Sur International Marathon) as we would make more than the $750 -

1000 prize money we traditionally win?"  The question certainly is valid and

one that I answer by highlighting the value of participating as an ISM team

and further strengthening ISM bonds, the benefit of which is immeasurable

when it comes time to soliciting volunteer support for Saturday work days,

parent chaperones for field trips, Gala support, contractor help for

construction projects, and the like, not to mention encouraging the physical

fitness of our community.  The financial award certainly is welcome, but

does not represent the long-term benefit of participation in this amazing

Peninsula fundraising event.

7.  SATURDAY WORK DAY VOLUNTEERS

The second Saturday of each month is reserved as "Saturday Work Day" on the

ISM campus and thanks to the efforts of a small band of parent volunteers

this past Saturday 3/12/05, we are now one step closer to a computer lab in

the center of the classroom pod.  Tables are now set up around the perimeter

of the room, allowing MPUSD maintenance folks to install electrical outlets

and our fine IT volunteer, Doug Rodda who hosted Saturday's get-together, to

coordinate network cabling to support the lab.  In addition, nearly all of

the student tables and desks on campus have been cleaned, a welcome

development during this time of year when colds are prevalent.  Thank you to

all who took the time to stop by on Saturday.  For those interested, due to

the Spring Break, the next  Saturday Work Day will be on Saturday, April

16th, the 3rd Saturday of April, from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.

8.  SPRING BREAK CAMP / AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL / HOT LUNCH PROGRAM: Notes

from Provider Lisa Wichael-Loomis

*  SPRING BREAK CAMP:  Lisa will be offering an Arts and Crafts Camp at ISM

during our Spring Break April 4th - 8th from 8:20 am to 4:20 pm.

Participants will explore springtime arts and crafts from around the world,

using a variety of interesting materials, and creating their own individual

masterpieces.  The week will culminate with an arts and crafts show for all

parents to view and enjoy.  The weekly cost is $25 per student and financial

assistance is available.  A limited number of spaces is available, so sign

up now.  Registration deadline is Monday, March 28th.  Flyers went home last

week and are also available on the info credenza in the front office.

*AFTERSCHOOL INTERNATIONAL (ASI):  Lisa requests that any ISM community

members who are doing some spring cleaning and want to  "retire" old  movies

("G" or "PG" rated only), puzzles and games (with complete pieces only),

Legos, Lincoln logs, stamps and ink pads, please consider donating them to

the Afterschool program.  Contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis to coordinate a

donation at lwloomis@ismonterey.org or call 583-2165.

*  HOT LUNCH PROGRAM:  The new lunch menu for April will be distributed this

week to give families plenty of time to review the menu and order prior to

the deadline of Wednesday, March 23rd.  Please note that NO LATE ORDERS WILL

BE ACCEPTED FOLLOWING THE DEADLINE!  When submitting the menus, please make

sure that all checks are made out to "ISM' and include your child's name on

both the menu and the check (on the memo line).  This ensures that if a

check gets separated from a menu, it can be traced and your child will

receive the lunch(s) ordered.  Thank you so much!

9.  MR. D CALLS FOR VOLUNTEER HELP /   ART SCULPTURE PROJECT

I would love help Monday through Wednesday  this week in the art room with

the tremendous set up and clean up relevant to the sculpture project and

water color painting.  Note: the sculpture project will continue until

spring break, so parents, please expect paper mache spillage on shoes or

pants.  We are using flour and water only, so this will easily come out of

clothing.  Smocks for covering shirts will be provided.  In addition,

students are welcome to work on their projects after school

Monday through Wednesday and/or take them home to work on them.

10. ISM PARENT MEETINGS: Now that we have somewhat recovered from the move

(Mrs. Jahn is tickled with her office ​ thanks!), and the Gala is behind us,

we will hold parent information meetings on a monthly basis to discuss your

evaluations of our progress as well as look for input on future plans for

the school.  Other than a brief report at the March 17th Emotional

Intelligence evening (see #6 below), we will hold three meetings:, Thursday,

April 21st, Thursday, May 12th, and Thursday, June 2nd all at 6:30 p.m.

Please plan to attend.

11.    ISM LIBRARY: CALL FOR OUTSTANDING LIBRARY BOOKS

Parent volunteer Yvette Satchell has been working diligently to input new

books into our library software program as well as familiarize herself with

our collection at large.  The library will be re-opening soon, so please

return any outstanding books that ISM students may have checked out prior to

our move from the Larkin campus.  At this writing, more than 25 books are

missing from our collection and we would welcome them back!

12. AFTER SCHOOL PIANO LESSONS: Beginning today, Katherine Sage, piano

instructor and parent of 4th grader Elijah Sage, will be offering piano

lessons on campus after school.  Both half- and full-hour lessons are

available on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays in the Instrumental Music

room.  Please email Mrs. Sage directly for scheduling and cost information

at keturahsage@yahoo.com.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Fundraising News

1.  ATTENTION:  ALL GALA VOLUNTEERS!!!

 A message from Laura Alladeen and Carrie Miles

Notice to the following volunteers:

Cassady Evers

Christy Gordis

David Shifflett

DeeDee Meininger

Doug Rodda

Ellen & Paul Gaucher

Esther Hobbs

Janice Barker

Janine DeLeon

Karen Kushel

Kim Allen

Kim Campbell

Leora Sanchez

Lisa Kincaid

Lisa Wichael-Loomis

Lourdes & John Nahas

Mary Welsh

Melinda Leahy

Monique & Ash Vasanji

Patrizia Dilucchio

Robin Gensel

Rosie Watson

Sam Alladeen

Tod Spedding

Valori George

Venus Watson

Yarrow Beydoun

We will have a debriefing and appreciation potluck celebration on Saturday,

April 2, 2005 at  3 pm at  the home of Carrie and Grant Miles (13770 Vista

Dorado Drive in Corral de Tierra).  Please call Laura at 392-1211 for more

info.  Please write down and bring your thoughts, observations, what worked,

what didn¹t work and any recommendations you have for next year¹s event.

2.  WaMoola

For those of you who bank at Washington Mutual, please sign up for their

WaMoola for Schools program.  Once you have registered your Washington

Mutual Visa Check Card, every time you make a purchase with your card, ISM

earns a point.  At the end of each calendar year, the points are converted

into cash from a fund the Bank has established for the support of schools.

Based on the relative newness of the program and our limited participation

for 2004, we received our first WaMoola check for $249.40 and anticipate

doing much better for 2005!  Go to www.wamoolaforschools.com
<http://www.wamoolaforschools.com/>  for sign-up instructions, program

details, and related features.

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1.   Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo Summer Day Camp

Los Ninos de Monterey Viejo, a summer program operated each summer by the

Monterey State Historic Park (California Department of Parks and Recreation)

working in conjunction with the Old Monterey Preservation Society, is taking

applications.  Los Ninos provides a unique educational experience for

children of Monterey Peninsula communities.  The program runs for one week,

M-F, 8:45AM ​ 12:30PM.  For students entering the 5th and 6th grades in the

fall, Session #1 is June 20-24 and Session #2 is June 27-July 1. For

students entering the 3rd and 4th grades in the fall, Session #1 is July

11-15 and Session #2 is July 18-22.  The cost is $150 per session, with

includes materials fee, snacks, and membership to the Old Monterey

Preservation Society.  Some scholarships are available.  There is great

demand for the program (it sells out every year), so interested families

should apply soon.  Class brochures and student applications are available

at the Cooper Museum Store, 525 Polk Street, Monterey.  For more

information, contact program registrars Toy Bryant at 831/373-1052 or Fran

Tarr at 831/372-4819.
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