WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week March 7 - 11, 2005.  Please

note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily

via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We

appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained

in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor

Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at 583-2165.

1.  WELCOME TO ISM 

Belatedly, we would like to welcome 6th grader, Victor Pezzolla, who joined

ISM  on February 9th, coming to us from Rose Ferraro Elementary School in

Soledad.  At last week's assembly, all ISM students had the opportunity to

formally welcome Victor with our own "home-penned" Welcome To ISM song!  We

would also like to welcome Victor's mother, Melania, to our ISM community

and look forward to getting to know her better!

2.  WORLD BOOK DAY; BANANAS ABOUT BOOKS

Due in large part to the coordination efforts of parent volunteer Janice

Barker, we celebrated World Book Day at ISM this past Thursday, March 3rd,

2005.  Originally designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books

and reading, this event is marked in over 30 countries around the globe.  A

universal aim of World Book Day is to "encourage children to explore the

pleasures of books and reading" by introducing them to recommended books as

well as providing them with opportunities to read.  To help meet this goal,

we invited the following slate of visitors and reading enthusiasts to ISM on

Thursday:

Grade K:  Leslie Payne - Head Librarian from Seaside Library; Grades 1 & 2:

Cheryl Block - Publisher and Author  - reading one of her own authored

books; Grades 2/3 & 3:  Bob Ingersoll -  President of the Seaside Lions

Club, Owner; of Self Defense America, and Police Officer for Del Rey Oaks

(Retired Seaside P.D. Officer); Grade 4:  Chris Fitz - Deputy Director of

LandWatch Monterey County; Grade 5:  Rudy Rosales  - Chair of the Esselen

Nation; Grade 6:  Jane Parker - V. P. for Development, Planned Parenthood;

Grade 7:  Will Shephard - Teledramatic Arts and Technology Department

instructor and husband of Grade 6/7 teacher, Sandy Shephard; Grades 5, 6, &

7:  Robin White - Author of numerous international spy novels and parent of

04-05 waiting list student.  He has written several books which have been

published in several languages and has traveled to most of the countries

about which he has written.  Robin spent a full hour in the library with our

middle schoolers who really enjoyed his visit!  Thank you to all of our

World Day visitors!

3.  STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT: SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH

A.  MONTEREY COUNTY 2005 COUNTYWIDE SPELLING BEE CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS

We are so very pleased to announce that ISM 6th grader, Ellie Beckett,

out-spelled all other ISM students to win a placement at the upcoming

countywide Spelling Bee Championship at Hartnell College's Western Stage

Theater this Sunday, March 13th at 1:30 pm!  The competition will be intense

as Ellie will be attempting to outperform 46 of Monterey County's best

middle school spellers for the chance to travel to Washington, DC to for the

Scripps National Spelling Bee May 28 - June 4, 2005.  Congratulations,

Ellie!  We are proud of you and wish you much success on Sunday!

B. 7th GRADER APPEARING ON AMERICA'S MOST TALENTED KIDS TV SHOW

Mariah Heller, 7th grader at ISM, will be appearing on the television show,

America's Most Talented Kids, on Sunday, March 13th at 7:00 pm on the PAX

cable channel (check your cable listing for correct channel).  An encore

presentation of the show will also be aired on Friday, March 18th at 8:00

pm.  So, tune in to see one of our very own students performing in your own

living room!

4.  CHANGE IN UNIFORM POLICY: We would like to thank everyone for their

support of our uniform policy, especially over the past two weeks, where we

have been very attentive to students¹ compliance. Appropriate shoes that

meet our policy have been difficult to find and we very much appreciate the

lengths to which some families have gone to locate such shoes. Because of

the increased challenges in finding solid color shoes (white, black, brown,

or navy), the policy is being changed to allow shoes with two colors as long

as the colors are white, black, brown, or navy. Logos no larger than 1² x 1²

will be allowed on shoes only. Otherwise, there can be no logo or brand

names on any item worn to school, except the school logo and/or name. If you

have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Jahn at

cjahn@ismonterey.org.

5. ISM PARENT MEETINGS: Now that we have somewhat recovered from the move

(Mrs. Jahn is tickled with her office ​ thanks!), and the Gala is behind us,

we will hold parent information meetings on a monthly basis to discuss your

evaluations of our progress as well as look for input on future plans for

the school.  Other than a brief report at the March 17th Emotional

Intelligence evening (see #6 below), we will hold three meetings:, Thursday,

April 21st, Thursday, May 12th, and Thursday, June 2nd all at 6:30 p.m.

Please plan to attend.

6.  EMOTIONALALLY INTELLIGENT PARENTING: Workshop by Dr. Catherine Hambley

Parenting strategies based on the emotional intelligence (EI) model can

dramatically alter the home atmosphere, bringing new-found levels of

closeness, bonding, and cohesiveness to all family members.  Emotionally

intelligent parenting emphasizes identifying, acknowledging, and then

responding appropriately and constructively to one's own emotions and to the

emotions of one's children.  Parents seek to understand the perspective of

their children.  This type of parenting helps children identify and

understand how they are feeling, and then use this knowledge in deciding how

to respond.  It involves recognizing that children's behaviors are often a

response to what they are thinking and feeling about any given situation.

Parents who are more emotionally competent themselves, are in an excellent

position to promote emotional competencies in their children, thus providing

them opportunities for greater success.

Dr. Catherine Hambley, ISM parent of 4th grader Carli and local

psychologist, will be leading a workshop on "Emotionally Intelligent

Parenting" from 6:30 - 8:00 pm on Thursday, March 17th in ISM's multiuse

room.  This will be a valuable discussion, so we encourage ISM parents to

attend this evening workshop.

7.  BIG SUR SCHOOLS 5K RUN & FUNDRAISER

This Wednesday, March 9th is the deadline to sign up for the Big Sur Schools

5K fundraiser being held this year on Sunday, April 24th, beginning promptly

at 7:50 am at the Carmel Crossroads.  Once again, students, teachers and

staff, as well as parents, family members, friends, and neighbors are

enthusiastically encouraged to join together on the "ISM team" to help us

win -- for the fourth consecutive year -- one of three valuable monetary

prizes for schools with the greatest participation.  For the past two years,

a high level of ISM participation has yielded second place checks of $750,

not to mention a wonderful opportunity for fitness and community bonding!

Coordinator and ISM P.E. Instructor, Julie Livingstone promoted the event to

each classroom last week and distributed nearly 200 registration forms, so

we now need to collect these forms - with registration fees payable to the

Big Sur International Marathon (BSIM) -- by Wednesday in order to make the

deadline to submit our collective registration forms to the Monterey County

Office of Education coordinator by Thursday, March 10th.  This event is a

wonderful community bonding event, not to mention a great physical

undertaking to do with your child!

In addition to our goal of having an incredible turnout for the Big Sur 5K

-- because as mentioned above, ISM has won monetary awards for our

participation and we want to do that again! -- this is also a great

opportunity to fundraise on behalf of ISM and collect pledges for distance

walked.  Once we receive registration forms from participants, we will be

following up in the coming weeks by forwarding out pledge forms to collect

pledges from family, neighbors, work colleagues, etc.  More details to

follow.

8.  THANK YOU TO ALL SEM LEADERS: Words of Praise by Parent Dave Shifflett

I believe all of the SEM leaders, whether parents, staff, teachers, or other

volunteers, deserve a great big thank you!  These weekly activities are

enriching our children in so many ways. Writing as a parent whose daughter

Emily (Grade 5) was in the Young Entrepreneurs' SEM, I would like to extend

a special thank you to Jerry and Susan Stokes.  They not only conducted this

meaningful SEM, which resulted in Valentines' roses for special children and

friends, but they also hosted an after SEM pizza party and awards ceremony.

Each child was recognized for his/her special contribution to the success of

the SEM.  It is committed parents like the Stokes' and all the rest of the

SEM volunteers that makes ISM a unique and special place for our kids.

Editorial Note:  The next session of SEM, Schoolwide Enrichment Model,

classes kicks off again this coming Friday, March 7th for another six weeks

of fun with returning favorites, such as Mrs. Jahn's ever-popular swimming

SEM as well as new classes offered by staffers and volunteers.  Honestly,

this program, unique to ISM, would not be possible without the dedication

and enthusiasm of our parent volunteers and special ISM supporters like Rudy

Rosales, so we "second" Dave's words of praise above.

9.    ISM LIBRARY: CALL FOR VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

Following our move to Manzanita, a small, yet dedicated team of volunteers

has assembled on Friday mornings to tidy the library, unpack books,

re-shelve them, and get oriented to the library software program.  At this

writing, we are putting together a library volunteer schedule designed to

accommodate student access before school, and during recess and lunch

periods.  Volunteers are need who can commit to one or more of the following

slots: 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays,   9:25 am  - 10:30 am

Wednesdays and Thursdays,  11 am - 1 pm

Thursdays,  8:00 am to 8:20 am

If interested, please contact Yvette Satchell at yvettecarmel@yahoo.com or

Janice Barker at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net.  Many thanks!

10. AFTER SCHOOL PIANO LESSONS: Beginning next Monday, March 14th, Katherine

Sage, piano instructor and parent of 4th grader Elijah Sage, will be

offering piano lessons on campus after school. Both half- and full-hour

lessons are available on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays in the

Instrumental Music room. Please email Mrs. Sage directly for scheduling and

cost information at keturahsage@yahoo.com.

11. KEEP THESE CARDS AT HOME

In past years, we have highly recommended to students that Pokemon-related

cards stay at home.  Based on numerous issues relating to these cards (loss,

theft, behavior issues, etc.), we are now formalizing this policy to state

that students are not to bring Pokemon, Yugi-oh, or similar cards to ISM.

We would appreciate it if parents could take a moment to discuss this

expectation with your child(ren).  If we do notice a child has brought cards

of this nature to school, we will keep them in the office for safe-keeping

during the school day and return them at day's end.  We appreciate your

support.

12.  RECYCLED MATERIALS NEEDED FOR ART PROGRAM (SECOND REQUEST)

Note from Mr. D:  Cardboard tubes and spray paint are needed for an art

project I will be starting with some classes as early as next week. Entering

the art room from the cafeteria, there will be a box on the counter if

anyone can donate!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Fundraising News

1.  2005 World Neighborhood Gala Wows the Neighbors

 On Friday, March 4, ISM volunteers put on a fabulous gala event, consisting

of an honoree program, silent and live auction, entertainment by students,

five-course dinner, and live music!  It was a memorable, welcoming, and fun

event, as was conveyed by a number new friends as well as old.  There is a

legion of volunteers to thank, but the biggest thanks go to Gala Co-Chairs

Carrie Miles and Laura Alladeen, who put in hundreds of hours soliciting

items, coordinating volunteers, and inputting and checking data (catalog

items and donors and guest names and contact information andŠ.!).  They

attended to every detail with authority and aplomb, and still looked fresh

and gorgeous for the event.

We would like to especially congratulate 50/50 draw winner, Dora Martinez

(parent of 7th grader Elliott Martinez), who will be enjoying a nice

infusion of cash into her bank account.  Congratulations!

2.   ATTENTION:  ALL GALA VOLUNTEERS!!!

 A message from Laura Alladeen and Carrie Miles: We would like to thank all

the Volunteers that helped make our Second Annual World Neighborhood Gala a

success!  We could not have done it without each and every one of you.

These volunteers helped make a difference!

Sam Alladeen       

Kim Allen

Janice Barker      

Yarrow Beydoun

Kim Campbell

Janine DeLeon

Patrizia Dilucchio

Cassady Evers

Ellen & Paul Gaucher

Robin Gensel

Valori George

Christy Gordis

Esther Hobbs 

Lisa Kincaid

Karen Kushel

Melinda Leahy

DeeDee Meininger

Lourdes & John Nahas

Doug Rodda

Leora Sanchez

David Shifflett

Tod Spedding

Monique & Ash Vasanji

Rosie Watson 

Venus Watson

Mary Welsh

Lisa Wichael-Loomis

We will have a debriefing very soon.  Please write down your thoughts,

observations, what worked, what did not work, and any recommendations you

have for next year¹s event.   Once again, thank you!!

3.  Taxed by Your Tax Returns??

The ISM Foundation would like to encourage community members to remember ISM

when presented with the question of how to "spend" one's tax return.  Please

consider donating a portion, if not all, of your tax return to our school as

an "easy" way to meet your Family Fair Share contribution.

4.  WaMoola

 For those of you who bank at Washington Mutual, please sign up for their

WaMoola for Schools program.  Once you have registered your Washington

Mutual Visa Check Card, every time you make a purchase with your card, ISM

earns a point.  At the end of each calendar year, the points are converted

into cash from a fund the Bank has established for the support of schools.

Go to www.wamoolaforschools.com <http://www.wamoolaforschools.com/>  for

sign-up instructions, program details, and related features.

****************************************************************************

****************************************************************************

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.
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