WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week February 28 - March 4, 2005.

Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families

primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and

money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information

contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please

contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.  5TH GRADERS TAKE TOP AWARDS AT HISTORY DAY COMPETITION

This past Saturday, February 26th, ISM's 5th graders took top awards in the

Monterey County History Day competition held at Los Arboles Middle School!

Currently in its 14th year, Monterey County History Day is coordinated by

the Lyceum of Monterey County and the Monterey County Office of Education.

History Day, a challenging "program that engages students in the process of

discovery and interpretation of historical topics", is a competition in

which ISM students have consistently been strong performers and this year,

we are happy to announce that two (2) ISM teams were county winners and are

eligible to participate in the CA State History Day State Finals in San

Diego, May 5th - 8th!

The first place team of Iljin Cho and Robin Trumble received top honors

based on their entry documenting the experience of Japanese Americans in

Monterey during WWII.  The second place winners were Cobi Allen and Anna

Welsh with their entry featuring central coast lighthouses.  There was also

a number of special awards given out.  The team of Jamie Berg, Lukas Fritz,

Ian Hinkle, and Luke Kim won special recognition for their entry on pop

culture.  Additionally, two other teams won awards from the Monterey Public

Library for demonstrating excellent research skills.  Winning these awards

were the teams of Sohee Cho and Victoria Hutchins as well as Iljin Cho and

Robin Trumble.  Teammates Sohee Cho and Victoria Hutchins also claimed a

second art- based award for their strong entry  about Carmel cartoonist Bill

Bates.  Additionally, the team of Anna Welsh and Cobi Allen received an

award presented by the Monterey Maritime Museum.  Winning their third award,

Iljin Cho and Robin Trumble also claimed a special award from the

Agriculture Association of Monterey County.   Last, but not least, the team

of Blyth Barrymore, Enrique Garcia, Maile Murphy, and Alyssa Seva'aetasi

were county finalists with their entry on Shark Fining,  placing them in 4th

place.  We are certainly pleased with this extremely strong performance of

ISM's 5th grader teams and congratulate them on their well-done research and

presentation efforts.  Hats off!

2.  1ST GRADERS EXCEL AT SCIENCE CAMP

Our intrepid first grade science campers and their wonderful chaperones

(Janice Barker, Gina Bence, Leora Sanchez, Swapnesh Sanghavi, Lisa

Seva'aetasi, Nick Trachsel, and Clara Wang) returned weary, yet fulfilled

from their outing in the Santa Cruz mountains at Web of Life Science Camp on

Friday afternoon.  Miss T's youngsters displayed great independence in

taking care of their belongings and adapting to the novelty of the

experience.  Our adventurous students surpassed last year's group to find 72

banana slugs (versus 30 plus) on the forest floor or on the leaves of

plants!  They marveled at the beauty of the coastal redwoods, were

introduced to Bay Laurel trees (from which we get bay leaves used for

cooking), and learned how to identify the various different pine cones found

in the Santa Cruz mountains.  Always a perennial favorite is the night time

hike -- with no flashlights -- in which the 14 first graders trained their

eyes to adapt to the dark and relied on the help of their classmates to

complete the challenging hike.  We are proud of their accomplishments and

how amazingly well-behaved they were on this first overnight outing at

ambassadors of ISM.

3.  PARENT FEEDBACK REQUESTED BY ISM BOARD FOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S

ANNUAL EVALUATION (SECOND NOTICE):  As part of the annual evaluation of the

Executive Director, the ISM Board of Trustees welcome input from parents and

students on the following two items:

A.  PARENTS: The Executive Director should:

·    create opportunities for parents to become actively involved with the

education of their children

·    arrange regular meetings with parents in order to communicate the

goals, curriculum and progress of students.

B.     STUDENTS: The Executive Director should:

·    develop an effective rapport with the student body, yet maintained

order and discipline.

·    provide adequate services to the students in the area of testing.

·    encourage the involvement of students in the operations of the school

where matters are of direct relationship to students.

·    develop student discipline policies in conjunction with the school's

faculty and communicated them to students, faculty and parents.

·    suspend students within school guidelines.

·    promote student success and achievements in arts, academics, community

services and other areas.

·    develop, implement, and execute effective processes and procedures

related to safety. S/he has conducted periodic tests to assure adequacy.

Please email your responses to ISM Board of Trustees member, Chris Hasegawa,

at chris_hasegawa@csumb.edu
4.  HOT LUNCH PROGRAM / CHINESE LUNCH BENEFITTING GRADE 5

This coming Friday, March 4th, the 5th grade class is sponsoring a Chinese

food lunch featuring fried rice, chow mein, egg rolls, and beverage.  The

cost is $5.00 and is payable in cash to the 5th grade class.  For those of

you who routinely pay for a full month of lunches (this month at a cost of

$68), please note that this cost DOES NOT include the 5th graders

fundraising lunch; it is based on 21 meals at $3 each plus the $5 pizza

lunch on the 25th.  If you would like to order this meal for your child,

please complete and return the reservation form (with attached payment

envelope) that was distributed school-wide last Friday or forward $5 to

Sally Burns -- by Wednesday, March 2nd.  PLEASE NOTE: Late payments will not

be accepted, especially ones received on Friday.

5. RECYCLED MATERIALS NEEDED FOR ART PROGRAM

Note from Mr. D:

Cardboard tubes and spray paint are needed for an art project I will be

starting with some classes as early as next week. Entering the art room from

the cafeteria, there will be a box on the counter if anyone can donate!

6.  BIG SUR SCHOOLS 5K RUN & FUNDRAISER

Believe it or not, it's time once again to sign up for the Big Sur 5K being

held this year on Sunday, April 24th, beginning promptly at 7:50 am at the

Carmel Crossroads.  Students, teachers and staff, as well as parents, family

members, friends, and neighbors are enthusiastically encouraged to join

together on the "ISM team" to help us win -- for the fourth consecutive year

-- one of three valuable monetary prizes for schools with the greatest

participation.  For the past two years, a high level of ISM participation

has yielded second place checks of $750, not to mention a wonderful

opportunity for fitness and community bonding!  So with that background in

mind, rush forward to sign up, especially those of you who have participated

previously, and all newcomers.  This year's efforts will be coordinated by

our P. E. instructor, Miss Julie Livingston, who will be announcing the

event at tomorrow's assembly as well as providing sign-up opportunities

immediately after school on Thursday, March 3rd and Monday, March 7th.  As

the deadline to submit our collective school registration forms to the

Monterey County Office of Education coordinator is prior to March 10th, we

have a limited registration window.   To indicate an interest in

participating and request registration forms, call Julie directly at

601-0961 or email her at jlivingston@ismonterey.org.

7.  CHESS FOR FUN AND SUCCESS

The next 6-week session of Afterschool Chess will begin again this

Wednesday, March 2nd through April 13th, except for April 6th during our

scheduled Spring vacation.  Once again, interested participants will need to

register and the fee for participation is $60 for this 6-week session and 15

percent is donated to ISM.  Class is offered in Portable 6 (Senorita

Candia's room) from 3:45 - 4:45 pm.  Refer questions directly to instructor

Lev Frenklakh at 384-1116 or belquest51@yahoo.com.  Registration forms are

available in the front office.  A minimum of 6 students per session are

needed to ensure that the class is offered.

8.  SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM)

The next session of SEM will begin again Friday, March 11th through April

22nd from 2:00 - 3:20 pm.  We are, once again, interested in finding parent

volunteers who can make the six week commitment to present a workshop on

their personal area of expertise, hobby, or passion.  We have enjoyed a

great variety of parent-led SEM classes ranging from cooking to crafts to

Taiko drumming and Girls Rock band to Young Entrepreneurs -- all of which

greatly contribute to the variety of experiences we are able to offer our

students.  Those parents interested in re-offering a class or contributing

for the first time, please forward your intentions directly to Curriculum

Coordinator Steve Carber by 8:30 am on Wednesday, March 3rd.  He can be

reached at scarber@ismonterey.org.

9.  WORKSHOP ON EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE (EI)

Dr. Catherine Hambley, ISM parent of 4th grader Carli and local

psychologist, will be leading a workshop on "Emotional Intelligence" from

6:30 - 8:00 pm on Thursday, March 17th in ISM's multiuse room.  EI is often

referred to as the "8th intelligence" and refers to the "unique potential

for emotional sensitivity, emotional memory, emotional processing and

emotional learning ability with which each child is born".  Dr. Hambley will

discuss EI and how to raise an emotionally intelligent child who will

consequently be more successful in his/her life, health, and happiness.

This will be a valuable discussion, so we encourage ISM parents to attend

this evening workshop.

10.  REQUEST FOR CARPOOL SUPPORT

Parent Cristina Chuen, a resident of Pacific Grove, is fervently inquiring

as to whether ISM community members from PG or New Monterey might be

available to provide carpool help for her daughter, Charlotte, in Grade 2.

If you are able to help, please email Cristina at cristina.chuen@miis.edu.

11.  ISM SPIKING DOLPHINS VOLLEYBALL TEAM BACK IN ACTION

Anyone interested in playing on the ISM intermediate-level volleyball team,

affectionately named the Spiking Dolphins (after our intelligent marine

mascot), is asked to contact Grade 1 instructor Chantel Touryan at

ctouryan@ismonterey.org.  The team will play weekly on Tuesday evenings at

the Monterey Sports Center.  Historically, the team has performed well and

looks forward to continuing the tradition.  See you on the courts!

12. YEARBOOK INFORMATION (SECOND NOTICE)

A.  Calling all parent photographers:  if you have taken any ISM pictures,

please share them with the ISM yearbook staff.  In particular, candid shots

from Spanish, P.E., Art, Music, Drama, Band, as well as individual

classrooms are desired.  All contributed photos may be left in the

"Yearbook" cubby box (next to the teacher's lounge in the admin building) or

simply give them to your child's teacher.  Please note:  As we cannot

guarantee the return of your pictures, copies of favorite pictures are

recommended.  Hard copies and digital discs are welcome.

B.  To help underwrite the cost of publishing this year's memory book, we

will be selling Dedication pages at $10 per business card size dedication.

These pages may be used for well wishes, poetry, loving thoughts and

congratulations to your child, etc.  If you would like a full page

dedication, it will cost $100 which could include a baby or current picture

of your child.  All money raised via these dedication pages will go directly

to helping offset publication expenses related to the yearbook.  All

dedications must be submitted by Monday, May 2nd, 2005.  Dedications and

copies of pictures can be turned in to the "Yearbook" mail box.  We would

prefer that dedication payments are done via checks made payable to "ISM"

and sealed in an envelope before being turned into the yearbook box.  Have

fun with these dedication pages and make your contribution memorable for

your child or children.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM School Fund Raising News

 GALA 2005 ​ THIS FRIDAY!

1/  BUY YOUR TICKETS

 All those who are interested in attending the Gala on Friday, March 4,

there are still seats available.  If you need more invitations, come by the

front office.  This is our major fundraiser for the year, and we want a

packed and happy house on gala night.  Come have a fun evening with friends,

represent and support your school, and have a chance at the fabulous silent

and live auction items!!!!  Please drop your envelopes in the ISM Foundation

box in the front office.  And be sure to let us know with whom you wish to

be seated.

2/  50/50 SPECIAL! 

You can still purchase cash draw tickets for $25 apiece.  Buy four tickets,

get the fifth one free! The winner will split the pot with ISM, and you need

not be present at the draw to win!  There is no limit on number of tickets

purchased per family.  There are cash draw tickets in your invitations, and

you can also purchase tickets at the front desk.

3/  NEED AIRLINE MILES

We have a few travel packages that will draw much better interest (and

higher prices!) if we can include airfare.  We need to hear from any parents

who can contribute airline miles to help us complete these packages.  Call

Laura at 392-1211 or Erin at 583-2168.  Remember, it¹s tax deductible.

4/  GALA VOLUNTEER TRAINING

There will be mandatory training Wednesday, March 1, for all volunteers for

gala day.  There will be two sessions:  3:30PM and 5:30PM.  We need everyone

to attend so everyone is certain about their job and has a good sense of the

whole evening and who is involved in what areas, so that we can be as

helpful as possible to each other and the guests as the evening unfolds.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear.  You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1/ BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OFFERING 1-WEEK FREE TRIAL MEMBERSHIPS

Throughout the month of March, the Boys and Girls Clubs of Monterey County

will be offering one week free trial memberships to all youth ages 6-18.

The Boys and Girls Club offers a safe, afterschool environment which

includes specialized teen programming, arts projects, homework help, and

tutoring.  The location nearest ISM is at 1332 La Salle Avenue in Seaside

and clubhouse hours are Monday through Friday, 12:00 - 7:00 pm.  Flyers are

available on the information credenza in the admin office.  Please refer any

registration questions to Latrice Womack at 394-5171.
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