WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week February 22 - 25, 2005.

Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families

primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and

money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information

contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please

contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.  PARENT FEEDBACK REQUESTED BY ISM BOARD FOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S

ANNUAL EVALUATION:  As part of the annual evaluation of the Executive

Director, the ISM Board of Trustees welcome input from parents and students

on the following two items:

A.  PARENTS: The Executive Director should:

·    create opportunities for parents to become actively involved with the

education of their children

·    arrange regular meetings with parents in order to communicate the

goals, curriculum and progress of students.

B.     STUDENTS: The Executive Director should:

·    develop an effective rapport with the student body, yet maintained

order and discipline.

·    provide adequate services to the students in the area of testing.

·    encourage the involvement of students in the operations of the school

where matters are of direct relationship to students.

·    develop student discipline policies in conjunction with the school's

faculty and communicated them to students, faculty and parents.

·    suspend students within school guidelines.

·    promote student success and achievements in arts, academics, community

services and other areas.

·    develop, implement, and execute effective processes and procedures

related to safety. S/he has conducted periodic tests to assure adequacy.

Please email your responses to ISM Board of Trustees member, Chris Hasegawa,

at chris_hasegawa@csumb.edu
2.  NOTES FROM DR. CARBER, CURRICULUM COORDINATOR

With the recent start of the third quarter, I thought that this might be a

good time to write to you in my role of Curriculum Coordinator to summarize

major curriculum and program-related accomplishments this year.  We have

much to celebrate.  First of all, almost all grade levels are using some

sort of portfolio assessment this year, and many classes have used these

portfolios as the centerpiece for student-led conferences.  We hope to bring

this type of process online school-wide, and we thank the staff and students

for the past hard work on the portfolios.  Secondly, all staff were

familiarized during the summer months with the "Understanding by Design"

(UBD) curriculum creation framework, which considers assessment at the

beginning of the planning process.  Many staff are using UBD to create unit

planners.  Thirdly, we launched Friday Schoolwide Enrichment Model

workshops, with a view that with such a variety of workshops, we can

eventually "hook" every student on an area of personal passion!  Perhaps one

of our greatest accomplishments this year involved the wonderful visit we

had, right after the move to Manzanita, from accreditation officers from the

Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and from the Council of

International Schools (CIS) through which we were granted candidacy status

for both agencies.  The next step will be to begin a school philosophy

review and the accreditation self-study in the next year.  Oh, and did I

mention our 2004 STAR scores?  Did I mention that ISM teachers and families

started a brand new middle school?  Kudos to our students and faculty!  I

spend a great deal of time during my two office days per week completing the

more benign tasks such as typing and uploading STAR test Pre-ID data files,

but when I back off and look at the big picture, I am reminded of and

thankful for all that our hardworking staff and students have accomplished

during half of one year.  Here's to the next two quarters!

3.  2005 COUNTYWIDE SPELLING BEE

On Thursday, February 17, sixth and seventh grade finalists competed in

ISM¹s qualifying round for the 2005 Countywide Spelling Bee.

Congratulations to our competitors in Grade 6:  Jordan Fernandez, Victoria

Stokes, Catrina Fuentes, Erik Ruediger, Darrius Watson, Kyle Casado, Ellie

Becket, Anna Dobrokhodova, Rebecca Kinstler, and Gabe deVera; and in Grade

7:  Elliott Martinez, Jordan Kausin , and Cameron Rodda,   Special kudos

also go to first alternate Catrina Fuentes, and second place winner Victoria

Stokes. 

Following the qualifying round here at ISM, we are proud to announce that

6th grader Ellie Beckett will be representing our unique public charter

school at the Countywide Spelling Bee which will be held on Sunday, March

13th at Hartnell College's Western Stage!  Her winning word was ³armature².

Special kudos go to second place winner Victoria Stokes and first alternate

Catrina Fuentes, backup contestants who would step up to represent ISM

should Ellie be unable to do so for any reason.   Ellie will be competing

against other students from throughout Monterey County.  Let¹s all wish her

well!

4.  GRADE 1 HEADS TO SCIENCE CAMP

We are happy to announce that our fearless Grade 1 "Touryan's Turtles" will

be departing tomorrow for the Web of Life Science camp in the Santa Cruz

mountains.  They will be youthful and energetic ISM ambassadors as they hunt

for slimy banana slugs, take night time, team-building hikes, sing camp

songs around a roaring fire, and enthusiastically explore the beauty of the

Santa Cruz mountains.  This is the third consecutive year that ISM's 1st

graders have taken part in this program and we look forward to hearing all

about their experiences upon their return on Friday afternoon between noon

and 1 p.m.

5.  CLASSES ENDING THIS WEEK

A. SEM:  Just a quick reminder that this coming Friday is the last Friday in

our current schedule of SEM, Schoolwide Enrichment Model, classes.  We once

again thank all of our dedicated parent volunteers who have offered programs

this go-round; we are most appreciative of your efforts and our students

have greatly enjoyed your contribution.  If any of you are interested in

offering a class again -- either what you are currently offering or another

topic entirely -- please forward your feedback to Dr. Carber at

scarber@ismonterey.org.  The next SEM session will begin on

Friday, March 11.

B.  CHESS FOR FUN AND SUCCESS

Tomorrow also is the last session of the current round of the Afterschool

Chess program.  The next session will begin immediately on Wednesday, March

2nd through April 13th, skipping the Wednesday of our Spring Break (April

6th).  Once again, interested participants will need to register and the fee

is $60 for a 6-week session and 15 percent is donated to ISM.  Class is

offered in Portable 6 (Senorita Candia's room) from 3:45 - 4:45 pm.  Refer

questions directly to instructor Lev Frenklakh at 384-1116 or

belquest51@yahoo.com.  Registration forms are available in the front office.

A minimum of 6 students per session are needed to ensure that the class is

offered.

6.  NEED FOR PLAYGROUND VOLUNTEERS STILL EXISTS

To ensure the greatest safety of our Kindergarten through 3rd graders during

the post-lunch recess (12:00 - 12:20 pm), we are still in need of committed

recess volunteers who will regularly "adopt" a volunteer stint.  If you are

available to help during this time at ISM....any day of the week, once a

week, once a month, multiple times a week, please forward your name and

number  to Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org and / or with a parent

volunteer at the front desk.  We hope to gather a large enough pool of

volunteers so that a parent may only need to volunteer on a once a month

rotation.  Thank you!

7.  YEARBOOK INFORMATION

A.  Calling all parent photographers:  if you have taken any ISM pictures,

please share them with the ISM yearbook staff.  In particular, candid shots

from Spanish, P.E., Art, Music, Drama, Band, as well as individual

classrooms are desired.  All contributed photos may be left in the

"Yearbook" cubby box (next to the teacher's lounge in the admin building) or

simply give them to your child's teacher.  Please note:  As we cannot

guarantee the return of your pictures, copies of favorite pictures are

recommended.  Hard copies and digital discs are welcome.

B.  To help underwrite the cost of publishing this year's memory book, we

will be selling Dedication pages at $10 per business card size dedication.

These pages may be used for well wishes, poetry, loving thoughts and

congratulations to your child, etc.  If you would like a full page

dedication, it will cost $100 which could include a baby or current picture

of your child.  All money raised via these dedication pages will go directly

to helping offset publication expenses related to the yearbook.  All

dedications must be submitted by Monday, May 2nd, 2005.  Dedications and

copies of pictures can be turned in to the "Yearbook" mail box.  We would

prefer that dedication payments are done via checks made payable to "ISM"

and sealed in an envelope before being turned into the yearbook box.  Have

fun with these dedication pages and make your contribution memorable for

your child or children.

8.  PICK UP / DROP OFF PROCEDURES

Parents, please remember to access the curved driveway in front of the

school in an appropriate manner, especially with regard to the handicapped

parking spaces as well as the left side of the driveway which is painted

red.  Vehicles are prohibited from parking in this location as it precludes

the safe passage of vehicles.  Seaside PD will not be averse to handing out

tickets to car owners parked in this area and noted that same when they were

called to the campus last week for a "hit and run" incident in the lower

parking area.  Please use good judgment whenever you are parking on campus

and ...remember to take your time to ensure the safety of fellow community

members, their cars, as well as those with whom we share this campus.  We

appreciate your on-going diligence in this area!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM School Fund Raising News

GALA 2005 ​ JUST AROUND THE CORNER

1/  BUY YOUR TICKETS

All those who are interested in attending the Gala on March 4, please

remember to submit your reservations with payment ASAP.  There are still

seats available, but they are dwindling rapidly.  We sold out last year, and

do not want to have to turn away any members of the ISM ³family²!!!! Please

drop your envelopes in the ISM Foundation box in the front office.  And be

sure to let us know with whom you wish to be seated.

2/  50/50 special! 

You can still purchase cash draw tickets for $25 apiece.  Buy four tickets,

get the fifth one free! The winner will split the pot with ISM, and you need

not be present at the draw to win!  There is no limit on number of tickets

purchased per family. There are cash draw tickets in your invitations, and

you can also purchase tickets from (ISM parent and Gala Co-Chair) Carrie

Miles or from (ISM parent and Development Director) Erin Morita.

3/  NEED PARENT COORDINATORS

We are in need of volunteers the evening of the gala to be parent

coordinators (2 or 3) for student performers (2 groups of 5-8 students

each).  Please contact Erin at 583-2168 or emorita@ismonterey.org if you can

help in this way.

4/  NEED AIRLINE MILES

We have a few travel packages that will draw much better interest (and

higher prices!) if we can include airfare.  We need to hear from any parents

who can contribute airline miles to help us complete these packages.  Call

Laura at 392-1211 or Erin at 583-2168.  Remember, it¹s tax deductible.

³Together We Can Make a Difference²

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear. You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1/  ³Shabby to Chic² Home Improvement Warehouse Sale

An event to benefit Leadership Monterey Peninsula and Habitat for Humanity,

the ³Shabby to Chic² Home Improvement Warehouse Sale will be held SATURDAY,

FEBRUARY 26, 2005, from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM at The Warehouse, Corner of 3rd

Avenue & 8th Street on the former Fort Ord campus.  You will find great

bargains on:

carpet, sinks, faucets, appliances, furniture, lighting, fabrics, electrical

fixtures, windows, doors, building & roofing materials, decking materials,

lumber, plumbing supplies

flooring, cabinets, decorator accessories (³decorator mistakes², etc.).

There is a Preview Reception on FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 5:30 to 8:00 PM, 231

Palm Ave, Marina, off Del Monte (corner of Palm & Sunset) with refreshments

and entertainment. Demonstration by Hale-Williams Interior Design (as

featured on HGTV)

Opportunity Drawing

1-hour consultation with Hale-Williams and more!

Presenting Sponsor 

Builders Exchange of the Central Coast, Inc.

For more information, call 649-8252 or 372-5828

2/  The Youth and Honors Orchestras of Youth Music Monterey and Conductor

John Larry Granger Present:  ³Voices of Freedom²

The musical program includes Aaron Copland¹s Lincoln Portrait and five other

selections, and features Concerto Competition winner Ben Dorsey, and ISM

students Mara Awerbuck, Enrique Garcia, and Peter Mellinger.  The concert

will be held Sunday, February 27, 3PM, at the Sunset Center in Carmel.

Tickets are $5 student, $8 senior, $10 adult and $30 Dress Circle.  Tickets

are available in advance at the Bookmark in Pacific Grove or by calling

Youth Music Monterey at 831/375-1992, and at the door the night of the

event.
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