WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week February 14 - 18, 2005.

Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families

primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and

money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information

contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please

contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.  ISM ANNUAL PARENT SURVEY

The annual parent survey is now closed.  We thank all of you who took the

time to answer the relevant 20 questions either online or hardcopy.  This

important feedback provides the school with the information necessary to

continue to improve our program. Preliminary results will be available

shortly in the office, with a deeper analysis coming within the next two

weeks. Overall, we received 95 fully completed and 11 partially completed

surveys, a good overall return rate for our 144 families.

Many of you have asked whether the school calendar for next year has been

finalized yet, specifically with regard to scheduled vacation breaks.  As

one of the important parent survey questions involved "voting" on a

transition to a modified year-round schedule, this information is being

tabulated and a recommendation will be forwarded to the ISM Board of

Trustees for approval.  Once this process is completed, we will forward

onward to parents the 2005-06 school calendar.  Thank you for your feedback

and patience!

2.   MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE WRAP-UP

Last Friday evening (2/11/04), we brought an island flavor to ISM¹s

multi-use room for our Hawaiian-themed Valentine¹s Dance.  Designed for

Grades 6-8, this event was our first joint activity with Chartwell School

and it was a great success with nearly 70 students and some staff and

parents in attendance!  We had a great DJ, Steve Prelsnik of Rock Bottom

Mobile DJ, who provided irresistibly dance-able tunes for every musical

taste as well as a light show.  Everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves

and showed that they knew how to dance!  Many thanks go to parent Leora

Sanchez, mother of Lauren (Grade 1) and Roland (Grade 7) who anchored the

effort to organize, provide refreshments, and decorate; to Chris Pybas,

mother of Lizzie Saunderson (Grade 7), who provided great support from

run-up through clean-up; to all the chaperones and volunteers from both

schools, and to Glen Baker, ISM custodian, who appeared and stayed well

after his shift was over to help clean up and make sure the facility was

left in good order and properly secured.

We also want to send our appreciation to the Chartwell students and their

school community for their support and involvement, especially Kristen

Atkins, outreach director of Chartwell, and Judy Goff, dean of students,

Because this dance went so well, we are inviting Chartwell to join forces

for another one, to be held later this spring.  Watch for updates.

3.  UNIFORM POLICY

At this mid-year point, we would like to remind all of our students as well

as parents that ISM is proud to have adopted a uniform dress code policy.

Adoption of the dress code was undertaken to "reduce distractions and

disruptions caused by clothing, minimize any economic disparities between

students, promote student achievement, ...and enhance school safety and

security..." (ISM 2004-05 Parent / Student Handbook, pp. 21-22).  The common

uniform infractions involve students wearing pants with cargo pockets,

sweatshirts  and shoes with logos, and outer-wear jackets of various designs

that are worn in the classroom versus just being worn during recess time.

Students (and parents) please take the time before coming to school each

morning to assess whether school clothing is uniform appropriate, thereby

minimizing the effort staff is putting in to re-enforce repetitive uniform

issues.  Additionally, we also ask that "uniform appropriate" clothing that

now has holes, rips, etc. not be worn to school and that students -- on

their own -- take pride in how they look each day.  We appreciate your

support! 

5.  RESERVE PARKING SPACES

When dropping off and picking up your child(ren), please do not park in

spaces that are clearly marked for: (1) handicapped parking as it is illegal

to park in those spaces without the appropriate access; (2) "OFFICE STAFF"

which is reserved for Executive Director Chrissie Jahn; (3) soon to be

marked "BUSINESS ADMIN' space for Lisa G. Burns; as well as designated staff

parking on the front curved driveway of our campus.  Thanks!

6. ISM¹s FEDERAL TAX ID NUMBER

For those of you completing your taxes in the coming days and are needing

ISM¹s federal tax ID number for childcare exemptions relating to using the

Afterschool International program, please refer to the following number:

77-0485756.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ISM School Fund Raising News

1.  IMPORTANT GALA 2005  Information

All those who are interested in attending the Gala on March 4, please

remember to submit your reservations with payment ASAP.  The seats are on a

³first come, first served² basis. We sold out last year, and do not want to

have to turn away any members of the ISM ³family²!!!!  So do reserve your

seats today.  Please drop your envelopes in the ISM Foundation box in the

front office.

For those who will not be attending, remember that you can still purchase

cash draw tickets for $25 apiece.  The winner will split the pot with ISM,

and you need not be present at the drawing to win!  There is no limit on

number of tickets purchased per family.  Last year¹s cash draw results:  The

ISM Foundation wrote checks in the amount of $3,000 each to ISM and winner

Patricia Rodrigues!

There are cash draw tickets in your invitations, and you can also purchase

tickets from (ISM parent and Gala Co-Chair) Carrie Miles or from (ISM parent

and Development Director) Erin Morita.  It is a great way to support the

school, and you might be this year¹s lucky winner!

Finally, we are in the final stretch for the auction items and class gift

baskets.  Please submit all auction items to Laura Alladeen or Erin Morita

by this Friday, February 18th. If you have not yet submitted your

contribution for the wine auction, please bring that in to Lisa

Wichael-Loomis or Erin right away.  Please and thank you.

 ³Together We Can Make a Difference²

ISM Community Message Board

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share with the ISM Community, please submit details on the news item to Erin

by the Thursday prior to the week when you would like to see the item

appear. You can bring your items into the office in hard copy, or you can

email them to Erin at emorita@ismonterey.org.

1.  FREE COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

A free workshop on ³The Role of Assessment and Learning Differences² will be

presented by Carolyn Compton, PhD, Educational Specialist, on Wednesday,

February 16th, 6:30-8:30 PM at the Embassy Suites, 1441 Canyon del Rey in

Seaside.  At this workshop, you will learn the role of assessment in your

child¹s education and academic career, and how to interpret results.  Dr.

Compton previously served as the Associate Director for the Children¹s

Health Council, and is the author of ³100 Tests for Special Education.²

2. PARENT UNIVERSITY: KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL FAMILY

Sponsored by MPUSD Early Childhood Education, Childhood Abuse Prevention

Council, the Monterey Adult School among others, this workshop will be

offered on Saturday, February 26th from 8:30 AM to 1:15 PM at the Embassy

Suites Hotel in Seaside.  Attendees will learn about: literacy, effects of

domestic violence on children, family partnership education, helping your

children build healthy relationships, child obesity, and families in

control.  This conference is free to the public and transportation and

childcare are available.  A delicious lunch is provided, prizes are

available, and workshops will be conducted in English and Spanish.

Presenters include: Sylvia Panetta, Managing Director of the Panetta

Institute for Public Policy, Steve Johnson, Director of Character Education

with Santa Clara University, Dr. Jill Murray, a nationally recognized

Psychotherapist and expert on teen dating abuse, and many more!  REGISTER BY

FEBRUARY 15TH using forms available at most MPUSD schools or by calling

373-4600 or 899-1615.

 3.  THE YOUTH AND HONORS ORCHESTRAS OF YOUTH MUSIC MONTEREY AND CONDUCTOR

JOHN LARRY GRANGER PRESENT: "VOICES OF FREEDOM"

The musical program includes Aaron Copland¹s Lincoln Portrait and five other

selections, and features Concerto Competition winner Ben Dorsey, and ISM

students Mara Awerbuck (Grade 3), Enrique Garcia (Grade 4), and Peter

Mellinger (Grade 3).  The concert will be held Sunday, February 27 at 3 PM

at the Sunset Center in Carmel.  Tickets are $5 for students, $8 for

seniors, $10 for adults and $30 Dress Circle.  Tickets are available in

advance at the Bookmark in Pacific Grove or by calling Youth Music Monterey

at 831/375-1992, and at the door the night of the event.
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