WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2005

Welcome to ISM's weekly newsletter for the the week February 7 - 11, 2005.

Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM

families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving

time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the

information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification,

please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.   VALENTINE'S DAY DANCE FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS

This coming Friday evening, February 11th, from 6 - 8 pm, ISM and Chartwell

School are joining forces to offer a Valentine's Day Dance for middle

schoolers in Grades 6 through 8 from both schools.  The event will take

place in ISM's multi-use room and will be complete with a DJ, providing

appropriate danceable tunes, and refreshments.  Students attending the

dance may bring one date or guest (grades 6 through 8 only) each.  A photo

station will be available for attendees to purchase a Polaroid picture --

for $1 each -- by which to remember the occasion.  Parent chaperones as well

as staff from both schools will also be on hand to oversee the fun and ensure

a safe event.

2.  NOTES FROM MR. LANDRUM'S GRADE 6 / 7 CLASS

On Thursday, January 27th, ISM's 6th and 7th graders undertook a field trip

to the former Fort Ord with the purpose of restoring a hillside that had

been washed away.  Under the guidance of botanist Bruce Delgado and a

select group of high schoolers from Bonnie Fernandez's (parent of 6th

grader, Jordan Fernandez) class, our middle school students replanted the

hillside with native plants, thereby leaving a positive mark on their

environment.  Mr. Delgado, together with Fort Ord park ranger, further

enhanced the experience for our students by returning to ISM for a

post-field trip visit.  For those of you interested in similar dune

restoration experiences,  Mr. Landrum and his students remind us that the

planting season at the former Fort Ord is drawing to a close, but that

these services -- from our students and our community at large -- may also

be necessary in other areas around the county.  Thanks go to parent Bonnie

Fernandez for helping to organize this hands-on experience for our

students, and to Emilie Borg (mother of 6th grader Jor-el Vaasborg), Denise

Hasegawa (mother of 7th grader Lesley Hasegawa), and Rose Watson

(grandmother of 6th grader Darrius Watson) for chaperoning on this

fieldtrip.   If you are interested in this project and would like more

information, visit the Return on the Natives Project website at

http://watershed.csumb.edu/ron/index.html.

Another exciting "project" underway in the Landrum family is the imminent

birth of baby Vanessa, sister to Alexis and second daughter for Mr. Landrum

and his wife Amphone Nontha.  They are expecting her arrival any time

during the week of February 11th through 15th.  Consequently, Mr. Landrum

will be out of school during that week preparing for and nurturing his new

baby.  Congratulations to the Landrum family and we will be sure to notify

you once Baby Vanessa is born!

3.  ISM HOLIDAY PROGRAM PICTURES AVAILABLE

Courtesy of Richard Herbert, father of 3rd grader Rowan Herbert, the ISM

community is invited to visit the following website,

http://www.fathomsdeep.com/ISM_Holiday_2004/ISM%20Web%20Pages.html, to see

some wonderful shots of the show.  This is a great opportunity for those of

you that may have missed the show to see some of it's unique highlights for

yourself.  Thank you, Richard, once again for shooting these pics and

making them available to all of us!

4.  WORLD BOOK DAY

One day before our World Gala at the Beach and Tennis Club in Pebble Beach,

we will be celebrating World Book Day here at ISM (Thursday, March 3rd).

Coordinator Janice Barker has already been hard at work lining up community

leaders and supporters of reading to come and visit ISM that day to share

some of their favorite books with our students.  If you are interested in

helping with this project or have some suggestions for unique visitors,

contact Janice at barkerjf1@sbcglobal.net.  We undertook a similar project

last school year for National Young Readers Day (November 2003) and it

proved to be an interesting and worthwhile experience for both our students

as well as staff.

****************************************************************************

*********************************************************

ISM School Fund Raising News

1.  IMPORTANT GALA 2005 Information

We are still collecting wines for the gala wine auction. If you have not yet

donated, please bring your contributions in to Erin in the front office, or

to Lisa Wichael-Loomis (after-school program) in the library.

If you have auction items to donate, call me (Laura Alladeen) directly at

392-1211 to make arrangements for paperwork and pick-up.  If you have any

questions, suggestions or comments call me or email me at

lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net
If you know what you are donating, but it is not ready yet, just fill out

the donation forms (available from Erin in the front office, or from Carrie

Miles or me) and send them in as soon as possible so we can enter the

information into our auction program.  You can bring you items in by no

later than February 20th, 2005.

Some of the items on our wish list are:

Bottles of wine/champagne            Private Sailing adventure for 10-20

Wine Cellar/refrigerator             Limo Service

BBQ                                  12 Months of Dining, Wine & Flowers

Wheel Barrel                         Exclusive Dinner for Eight in your home

Hot Tub/Spa                          Cruise

Antique Furniture                    Time Share/Beach Home in Hawaii

Designer Hand bags/hats              Golf, Spa and Dinner Package

AKC Puppy (Labradoodle)              Wine Cellar Dinner Party for Eight

Progressive Dinner Party             Last but not least, A Car!!

³Together We Can Make a Difference²

****************************************************************************

*********************************************************

ISM COMMUNITY MESSAGE BOARD

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share it with the ISM community, please submit details on the news item to

Development Director Erin Morita by the Thursday prior to the week in which

you would like to see the item appear.  You can bring your items into the

office in hard copy format or email them directly to Erin at

emorita@ismonterey.org.

1. FREE COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

A free workshop on ³Memory and Study Skills² will be presented by Elizabeth

Link, MS, Academic Director of Chartwell School, on Wednesday, February 9,

6:30-8:30PM at the Embassy Suites, 1441 Canyon del Rey in Seaside.  In this

workshop, you will learn ways to assist your child to formulate methods that

will help them in the areas of organization, memory skills and preparing for

exams.

Another free workshop, also at the Embassy Suites, will be ³The Role of

Assessment and Learning Differences² presented by Carolyn Compton, PhD,

Educational Specialist, on Wednesday, February 16, 6:30-8:30PM.  At this

workshop you will learn the role of assessment in your child¹s education and

academic career, and how to interpret results.  Dr. Compton previously

served as the Associate Director for the Children¹s Health Council, and is

the author of ³100 Tests for Special Education.²

2. The Youth and Honors Orchestras of Youth Music Monterey and Conductor

John Larry Granger Present:  ³Voices of Freedom²

The musical program includes Aaron Copland¹s Lincoln Portrait and five other

selections, and features Concerto Competition winner Ben Dorsey, and ISM

students Mara Awerbuck, Enrique Garcia, and Peter Mellinger.  The concert

will be held Sunday, February 27, 3PM, at the Sunset Center in Carmel.

Tickets are $5 student, $8 senior, $10 adult and $30 Dress Circle.  Tickets

are available in advance at the Bookmark in Pacific Grove or by calling

Youth Music Monterey at 831/375-1992, and at the door the night of the

event.
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