WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2005
 
Welcome to ISM’s weekly newsletter for the balance of the week February 1 - 4, 2005.  Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification, please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at 583-2165. 

1.   LOTTERY COMPLETED LAST NIGHT FOR ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 FOR 2005-06 
As mentioned above, we successfully completed the first lottery last night for the coming 2005-06 school....a  process that involved 265 applicants, both those that “re-upped” from this year’s waiting list as well as hundreds of new applicants.  As interest for ISM in the wider Monterey Peninsula community is high, the days leading up to the lottery, as well as the lottery event itself, are characterized by a higher-than-normal anxiety level among prospective parents.  This year, we were able to accommodate a greater number of new families based on the Board’s recent decision to expand ISM to two classes per grade for Grades Kindergarten – 4th and adding an 8th grade.  Following last night’s lottery, we have filled all our new openings for 2005-06 with the exception of seven 4th grade openings.  Waiting lists for all of the other grades have now been established.  Applicants now applying for ISM are being included in a second enrollment window that has an application deadline of March 17th by 5 pm and a public lottery date of March 28th at 5 pm.  Except for Grade 4, applicants for all ensuing enrollment windows will be processed for waiting list positions only for the coming school year, so if you find yourself dispensing information about ISM’s registration process, this is critical feedback to provide family and friends.

2.    ISM AFTERSCHOOL DRAMA PROGRAM EVENING PERFORMANCE
The After-school Drama class under the direction of ISM’s former Drama instructor, Maria Dawson, is proud to present an evening performance of “Dummling and the Golden Goose”, a Grimms' fairy tale, tomorrow evening, Wednesday, February 2nd at 6:00 pm in the multiuse room.  Our students were treated to a day time performance during this morning’s assembly and were caught up in the characterizations of the unhappy princess and her father, the ax-flinging brothers, the wedding couple, and the chef brought so vividly to life by 18 of their fellow classmates.  So, put aside your typical Wednesday evening activities and come and support student-led theater at ISM tomorrow evening.  We look forward to seeing many of you there!

3.  WEB-BASED ANNUAL ISM PARENT SURVEY -- SECOND NOTICE
Last week, ISM parents received an email from Mrs. Jahn inviting you to take a moment to complete a web-based ISM parent survey.  The email included the following link http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2243TJDWED8  to the web survey that ensures that all responses will be confidential and guarantees respondent's anonymity.  As parent feedback is extremely important to us and allows us to continue to improve our program, we kindly request that those families that have not yet completed the survey, please take a few moments to do so by Friday, February 4th.  One great advantage of this survey format — besides guaranteeing anonymity — is that Mrs. Jahn is immediately able to see tallied survey results with a mere button click.  However, for those of you that prefer hard copy surveys, we do have extra copies available on the credenza in the front office for you to pick up and complete.  Thank you for your feedback! 

4.  SECOND CALL FOR PLAYGROUND VOLUNTEERS
We are still in need of parent volunteers who can help staff with playground coverage at lunch time from 12 – 12:20 pm daily.  This is the recess time for our Kindergarten through 3rd graders who have the opportunity to use the upper playground and the newest piece of playground climbing equipment.   This recess involves nearly 100 students in a larger play area and a play structure that is only partially fenced from public access.  We would ideally, to ensure the greatest safety of our children, want to have two additional volunteers per day for this recess period.  If you are able to help, please contact the admin office to register your interest and sign up for a regular commitment.

5.  HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
Just a gentle reminder, once again, that orders for the meal program are due on Wednesday prior to the coming week.  Miss Lisa does her weekly shopping (for the coming week) for ingredients on Thursday of each week based on the orders that she has received the day prior.   Too frequently, she is receiving menu orders after Wednesday when she has already completed shopping tasks.  We would like to encourage parents and students to put orders directly into Miss Lisa’s cubby box in the admin area versus leaving them in folders for teachers to process later.  Additionally, if your child misses a pre-ordered lunch meal due to illness or otherwise being absent from school, we will not be making up meals at a later date.  Please understand that ingredients and supplies are purchased in advance for all ordered meals and meals are prepared assuming a child’s attendance.  We appreciate your understanding.

6. ISM’s FEDERAL TAX ID NUMBER
For those of you completing your taxes in the coming days and are needing ISM’s federal tax ID number for childcare exemptions relating to using the Afterschool International program, please refer to the following number:  77-0485756.  

7.  MIIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE
ISM is joining forces with Chartwell School to offer a Valentine’s Dance for 6th through 8th graders next Friday, February 11th from 6 – 8 pm in the multiuse room.  Music will be provided by a DJ and refreshments will be offered.  Polaroid photos to remember the occasion will also be available for purchase for $1.00 each.  Students attending the dance may bring a date or one guest each.  We are pleased to provide this first-ever middle school dance and hope that our students will have a fabulous time! 

8.  INVITATION TO PARENTS TO VISIT SPANISH WEBSITES
Prior to the move to Manzanita, we mentioned here that students and parents now have a wonderful resource available to them in the newly-created websites compiled by ISM Spanish instructors Rene and Alejandra Candia.  We would, once again, like to invite you to regularly take the time together with your children to visit the following websites:

http://www.quia.com/pages/candia.html
http://www.quia.com/pages/renespanish.html
http://www.wuia.com/pages/spanishcandia.html
http://www.quia.com/pages/espa67.html

Senior Candia writes: The first one is a general website designed for fun for all Spanish levels at ISM.  The remaining websites listed are specifically for students in grades 6 and 7.  These websites are updated regularly so that parents and students can get reliable information about what is going on in these classes on a weekly basis.
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