WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2005

Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the balance of the week January 19th

- 21st, 2005.  Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM

families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving

time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the

information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification,

please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.   ISM BOARD APPROVES GROWTH FOR 2005-06!

In an expected move, the ISM Board of Trustees voted this weekend during

their scheduled Board retreat to expand enrollment to two classes for Grades

Kindergarten through 4 and add a Grade 8 class for the 2005-06 academic

year.  What does that mean in real terms?  We will be filling 40 new

Kindergarten, 20+ new Grade 1, 20+ new Grade 2, 10+ new Grade 3, 14+ new

Grade 4, and 24+ Grade 8 positions for next school year.  The "+" symbol

reflects any ISM students currently enrolled in our program that will not be

returning next year, if any.  (See Item #2 below)  In the coming days, Mrs.

Jahn will send out further details regarding this decision.

2.  CALL FOR PARENTS / GUARDIANS TO COMPLETE FORM INDICATING INTENT

TO RETURN TO ISM FOR 2005-06

In order for us to correctly know the numbers of positions that we will be

drawing for the lottery on Monday, January 31st, we need to have an accurate

reporting of students returning for next year -- at all grades levels.

Therefore, we have included the "form" below  for you to indicate your

interest in having your child return to ISM for the 2005-06 school year.

For accuracy, please indicate in your response your child's name and current

grade.  Please complete and return this form below (by replying to this

email) no later than Wednesday, January 26th at 4 pm.  Thank you in advance!

****************************************************************************

Hello Parents!

Our first 2005-06 enrollment window deadline of January 18th was yesterday

and as in years passed, we have received more applications than available

spots. This will result in a lottery on Monday, January 31st.

As you know, all existing students are automatically insured a space for

next year. However, it would be helpful if you would indicate whether your

child is expected to return, so that we know exactly how many spaces are

available at each grade level next year. Please hit reply, check the

appropriate line below including your child's name(s) and return by Friday,

January 28th.

Thank you in advance,

Chrissie

Child's name __________________________  Current Grade:_____

_____ My child will return for the 2005-06 school year.

_____ My child will not be returning for the 2005-06 school year.

****************************************************************************

****************************************************************************

3.  COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS (CIS) / WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES (WASC) PRELIMINARY ACCREDITATION VISIT TO ISM

As a follow-up to last week's notice of the visiting accreditation team

representing CIS and WASC, we are pleased to say that ISM is now ready to

begin the rigorous 12 - 18 month Self Study report required for full

accreditation from these two agencies.  This process is designed to engage

the whole staff, credentialed, certificated, and part-time staff, as well as

students and parents in assessing ISM's philosophy, mission statement,

goals, curriculum, and health and safety.  As they say, it is not only the

destination that is important, i.e., full accreditation, but the journey to

get there.  As a team of professionals, we are looking forward to the Self

Study journey, realizing that we will learn an incredible amount along the

way to making ISM an even more rigorous and sound academic institution.

4.  ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 DEADLINE AND LOTTERY

As mentioned briefly above, yesterday at 5 pm was the deadline for the 1st

enrollment window application period for the coming academic year.  All

applications received since November 1st, 2004 will be processed in a public

lottery on Monday, January 31st at 5 pm.  The 2nd enrollment window period

starts today and concludes Thursday, March 17th at 5 pm with the related

lottery being held on Monday, March 28th at 5 pm.  Due to the ISM Board's

decision to expand admission in Grades Kindergarten through Grade 4 (see

item #1 above), we will be able to accommodate a larger number of applicants

than previous recent lotteries.  Please refer any interested prospective

parents to our website for enrollment window deadlines, an application and /

or to find our more about our school.

5.  COURTESY PARKING CONSIDERATIONS

Each new site has its unique parking requirements and the Manzanita campus

is no different.  When picking up and dropping off your child(ren) in the

half-moon shaped front driveway, please only park on the right side of the

driveway and only used designated parking spots.  This eliminates the option

of parking on the left side of the driveway entirely as doing so prevents

vehicles from safely and comfortably passing by.  Additionally, please

maintain access to the handicapped spaces for those family members who

require handicapped parking.  Parking in these spaces without the proper

access is illegal and doing so can result in a fine by the diligent officers

of the Seaside Police Department.

6.   CALL FOR SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM) SUPPLY HELP

Our next session of the Schoolwide Enrichment Model (SEM) begins this

Friday, January 21st from 2:00 to 3:20 pm and we are all excited to jump

into the wonderful class offerings, ranging from "Rebels in History" to

"Culinary Arts" to "Introductory French".  SEM instructor / parent volunteer

Sally Stock is thrilled to be offering "Girls Rock and Dance Band", but is

asking for donations or loans of three guitars ==> one electric bass guitar

and two electric guitars and amplifiers -- for the duration of the SEM until

the last Friday in February.  If you are able to help, please contact her

ASAP at 372-3425.  In addition, Lisa Burns is in need of all those little

stubs of crayons crowding your child's art drawer for her  "Crazy Crayon

Creations" class.  Please send in your crayon contributions before Friday at

noon.  Many thanks!

7.  NEW MONTEREY / PACIFIC GROVE CARPOOL INTEREST

Any families interested in forming a carpool from Pacific Grove or New

Monterey is invited to call parent Bill Lutz (Conor Campbell, Grade 4) to

coordinate efforts.  If the "newness" of driving to the Manzanita campus has

already begun to wear thin, this may be your opportunity to share the burden

with other like-minded parents.  Bill can be reached at 375-6403.

8.  BEFORE SCHOOL AND AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM (SECOND NOTICE)

During the transition to the Manzanita campus, we postponed this program,

however, it is now being offered at 7:40 - 8:10 am in the morning in Miss

Touryan's room and 3:30 - 4:00 pm in the afternoon.   Instructors Kim Reimer

(Kindergarten) and Chantel Touryan (Grade 1) will continue to provide

remediation support.

9.  TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR THE NATIONAL ACROBATS OF TAIWAN / DONATION TO ISM

Parents Cassady and Scott Evers (parents of third grader Preston) have

graciously donated - to the highest bidder -- three tickets to see the

National Acrobatic troupe of Taiwan scheduled to perform on Thursday,

January 27th at 7:00 pm at the Sunset Center.  They paid $30 per ticket and

are hoping that interested ISM'ers would be willing to pay that amount with

the proceeds going directly to the ISM Foundation.

> The National Acrobats of Taiwan are one of the foremost acrobatic troupes in

> the world, thrilling audiences with their ancient traditional folk art. Using

> household items, such as plates, chairs, tables, poles, and ladders, these 40

> highly skilled performers will excite and amaze you with their endless

> creativity‹not to mention their plate-spinning and chair-stacking feats!

 Please contact Cassady Evers at 236-4696 or via email at

cassady@amedias.com if you are interested.

****************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

ISM School Fund Raising News

1.  IMPORTANT GALA 2005 Information

Dear ISM Community Members:  We ask for your time, creative energy and

cooperation in helping to make the second annual World Neighborhood Gala as

successful as last year¹s memorable and fun event.   This is the main

fund-raiser we are doing this year, so we need everyone¹s full

participation.   The money raised at this event goes directly to ISM for our

children¹s education.

We need auction items!  Our Gala is only eight weeks away, and we do not

have anywhere near the auction items we had at this time last year.

If you have not done so already, please bring in your auction items to ISM

or call me (Laura Alladeen) directly at 392-1211 and I will arrange to have

the items picked up.  If you have any questions, suggestions or comments

call me or email me at lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net
If you know what you are donating, but it is not ready yet, that is okay

too.  Just fill out the donation value forms and send them in as soon as

possible so we can enter the information into our auction program.  You can

bring you items in by no later than February 20th, 2005.

Do you have a friend that would donate something, but you don¹t feel

comfortable asking?  Call me and I will ask them for you!

Some of the items on our wish list are:

Bottles of wine/champagne

Private Sailing adventure for 10-20

Wine Cellar / Refrigerator

Limo Service

BBQ                

12 Months of Dining,  Wine & Flowers

Wheel Barrel       

Exclusive Dinner for 8 in your in your home

Hot Tub/Spa        

Cruise 

Antique Furniture  

Time Share/Beach Home in Hawaii

Designer Hand bags/hats

Golf, Spa and Dinner Package

AKC Puppy (Labradoodle)

Wine Cellar Dinner Party for Eight

Progressive Dinner Party

Last but not least, A Car!!

 ³Together We Can Make a Difference²

2.  SAVE CAMPBELL SOUP CAN LABELS FOR CASH FOR ISM.  Heads up!  Start saving

now!  We will soon be adding labels to Campbell soups and other products to

the other ways we help raise money for ISM.  The class which collects the

most labels will win an ice cream party quarterly.

For soup cans, simply use a scissors to score the label at the back seam to

make it easier to remove completely.   Then trim the front label neatly and

send to school for collection.  If bar codes are required, simply trim

around them and submit to ISM.  The more we collect, the more points ISM can

earn and exchange for valuable school supplies.

Bring in your labels, etc. at least every week, and just put them in the

Boxtop collection boxes for each classroom.  Tell your friends and family to

start saving for ISM, too. Every label helps ISM earn more.

Other Campbell and associated product line items may have varying

requirements.  In the meantime, start saving labels from your holiday baking

and meal preparation.  Some common examples which require the front labels

are:

* Franco American gravies and Spaghetti Os

* Campbell¹s Soup at Hand

* Campbell¹s Carb Request Soup and Healthy Request Soups

* Campbell¹s Broth and Canned Chicken

* Swanson Chicken Broth

* V-8 Juices (12 oz cans or larger bottles)

* Campbell Select Soups in cans or bowls

* Pepperidge Farm Soups

Other miscellaneous items which require jar lids or bar codes are listed

below:

* Pepperidge Farm breads, crackers, rolls, &freezer products (save UPC bar

code) 

* V-8 Juices (6.75-8 oz boxes‹8 pack)  save UPC bar code

* Prego Pasta Sauces or Bakes (save front label or jar lid)

* Pace salsas or refried beans (save front label or jar lid)

* Campbell¹s Soup to Go plastic containers (wash and save lid)

Please note that commercial sized products and cases are also eligible.  For

a complete listing of eligible products and what to save for each type,

visit their website at: www.labelsforeducation.com/eligible_products.asp
<http://www.labelsforeducation.com/eligible_products.asp> or check out the

printed copy on the ISM Foundation Board on the wall opposite the office.

If you have other questions please send an email note to Gina Thoeni-Bence

(1st graders Ben and Georgia¹s mom) at gbence@msn.com and I¹ll get back to

you as soon as I can.  If you don¹t have access to a computer, call me at

655-9848 (between 3-7pm only, please).  Keep watching the newsletter for

more news on this collection.

3.  STAR CHILD Sale Benefits Schools

For the week 1/17/05 to 1/23/05, 10% of all purchases will be donated to our

school fund.  Please specify that you want ISM to receive credit for your

purchase. Up to 50% off on selected sale items!

Star Child 

Fine Children¹s Apparel

Ocean Avenue, between Mission and San Carlos

831-625-0300

****************************************************************************

****************************************************************************

ISM COMMUNITY MESSAGE BOARD

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share it with the ISM community, please submit details on the news item to

Development Director Erin Morita by the Thursday prior to the week in which

you would like to see the item appear.  You can bring your items into the

office in hard copy format or email them directly to Erin at

emorita@ismonterey.org.
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