WEEKLY NEWS BRIEF FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2005

 
Welcome to ISM¹s weekly newsletter for the week beginning January 11th,

2005.  Please note that the ISM news brief is now distributed to ISM

families primarily via email, unless otherwise requested, thereby saving

time and money.  We appreciate your continued diligence in accessing the

information contained in this document.  To request hardcopy notification,

please contact editor Lisa Griffin Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org or call at

583-2165. 

1.   THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

All of the staff at ISM wish to thank ALL of the amazing volunteers who over

the holiday break donated time, energy, food, know-how, suggestions, even

their employees, and allowed us to successfully accomplish the daunting task

of moving our whole Kindergarten through Grade 7 charter school to our new

location.  Even days before school was going to re-open when various

classrooms and the admin office were still full of boxes with desks and

tables unassembled, looking more like construction zones than learning and

work spaces, the atmosphere throughout the building was one of  helpfulness,

humor, flexibility, and a can-do spirit!  Together, we accomplished what

many doubted we could do and in the process, forged stronger community bonds

and modeled for others around us that remarkable achievements are possible

with a positive attitude, hard work, and open communication.  We would not

have been able to achieve such a mid-year move without the amazing

dedication of our wonderful parent volunteers, so please know that we

greatly appreciate all your efforts.

Reminder:  Those of you who did work over the break, please take a moment to

log your December hours in the volunteer tracking binder in the admin

office.  Coordinator Ellen Gaucher will be posting an updated sheet for

January in the binder tomorrow for parents helping at ISM this month.

We, obviously, still have much more work to accomplish -- such as completing

an effective work space for Mrs. Jahn and our Development Director, Erin

Morita, in the admin building as well as establishing a computer lab in the

center area of the classroom pod, so weekly Saturday Work Days will continue

until these top priorities have been completed.   Contact coordinator Steve

Moore at steve_moore@csumb.edu or Lisa Burns at lburns@ismonterey.org to

find out how you can help.  Work days are 9:30 am to  1:00 pm typically and

we rely greatly on folks who can also bring tools (cordless drills, screws,

nails, hammers, extension cords, circular saws, etc.) with them to the work

day.

2.   MANZANITA UPDATES

If you have not yet done so, please update your records with the following

information regarding our new location (Chrissie sent out this information

previously over the holiday break, so many of you may have it already.):

Start / End Time:     8:20 am to 3:20 pm

Address:                  1720 Yosemite Street, Seaside, CA 93955

Telephone:              831-583-2165  // Fax: 831-899-7653

Early Drop-off Location:  Begins at 7:35 am.  Due to the rainy days, it is

taking place in the multi-use room.   Please sign in at drop-off time.

Doors to the classroom will open by 8:10 am each morning.

After School Procedures:  As we are now in a new location, please update

with classroom teachers and admin staff any changes in afterschool

procedures for your child.  For example, if s/he can now walk or bike home

-- as a Seaside neighbor of ISM -- please put those instructions in writing

to us immediately.  They can also be faxed to us at the above number.

Please notate your child's name, grade, and teacher on these updates.

3.  COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS (CIS) / WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS

AND COLLEGES (WASC) PRELIMINARY ACCREDITATION VISIT TO ISM

ISM is pleased to welcome a two-member accreditation visiting team

representing CIS and WASC this week, Wednesday, January 12th, Thursday,

January 13th, and Friday, January 14th.  The purpose of their visit is to

access the school's readiness for "candidate status" in the joint

accreditation process.  If you should happen to meet either the CIS

representative, John Heard, or the WASC representative, Marilyn George,

please make them feel welcome!  This is but the first step in approximately

a 1.5 year process to obtain full accreditation from these two agencies.

Accreditation is a rigorous self-assessment process that will, by its

nature, make ISM even more academically rich, especially in terms of

curriculum, student life, staffing, and leadership.

4.  ENROLLMENT WINDOW #1 DEADLINE AND LOTTERY

We just held a successful Open House for prospective families for the coming

2005-06 academic year this past Saturday (1/8/05) and the response from the

70 plus visitors was extremely positive.  The majority of ISM staff was

on-hand for the event as were quite a few parent volunteers completing

Saturday work day- related projects.  Therefore, prospective families had a

wonderful opportunity to discuss registration and curriculum questions with

staff, visit classrooms, as well as directly see the high degree of parent

volunteerism and commitment the characterizes ISM.

The first enrollment window deadline for 2005-06 is Tuesday, January 18th by

5:00 pm, so applicants must submit their application prior to that deadline

in order to qualify for participation in the lottery on Monday, January

31st.  As mentioned previously this year, the ISM board will be voting

shortly on the configuration of ISM for the coming academic year, to include

the possibility of expanding to two classes per grade for the Kindergarten -

4th grades.  One 8th grade class will definitely be offered next year.  We

will inform you of that decision within the coming weeks.

4.  RECESS DUTY COVERAGE NEEDED

For safety and security reasons, we are requesting parent help (2 per day)

from 12 Noon - 12:20 pm to assist with playground coverage for the

Kindergarten - Grade 3 recess that is being held on the upper blacktop and

play structure.  The youngsters are thrilled to be able to play on this new

structure, however, it is only fenced in on one side (closest to the

blacktop).  We would like to position parents on the other side of the

structure to oversee the children playing and prevent any inquisitive

youngsters from straying.  Please register your committed interest in

helping to either Anjana Gopinath (mother of Kindergartner Divya) at

372-8040 or Barbara Okamura (mother of Kindergartner Tanner) at 768-0241.

5.  BEFORE SCHOOL AND AFTERSCHOOL REMEDIATION PROGRAM

During the transition to the Manzanita campus, we postponed this program,

however, it will now resume this coming Tuesday, January 18th at 7:40 - 8:10

am in the morning in Miss Touryan's room and 3:30 - 4:00 pm in the

afternoon.   Instructors Kim Reimer (Kindergarten) and Chantel Touryan

(Grade 1) will continue to provide remediation support.

6.  HOT MEAL PROGRAM

Lunch menus for January are available in the admin office and once completed

with an attached check (please mark "Hot lunch program" in the check's memo

line), can be forwarded to Lisa Wichel-Loomis' cubby box for the meal

program.  

7.  FUNDRAISING EFFORTS AT ISM

ISM students typically take part in a Math-a-thon fundraiser benefiting St.

Jude Children's Research Hospital during these weeks in January.  As a

school community, we have opted to postpone this fundraising effort until

later in the year and focus our energies on assisting victims of the south

Asian tsunami disaster.  Together with input from our students, we will be

working to develop a meaningful whole school relief effort with educational

value which we will communicate in this brief shortly.  The magnitude of

this disaster is immense and we look forward as a school community to making

some small difference perhaps, for example, to school children of one

particular school in the affected region to aid them in their recovery.  We

will keep you posted as more develops.

Youngsters from the Afterschool International program invite you now,

however, to empty your coin jars from home and bring in the coins to raise

money for tsunami victims.  Contact Lisa Wichael-Loomis for further

information.

8.  MONTEREY PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (MPUSD) ITEMS

We ask that parents please be patient with MPUSD and the miscellaneous items

stored between the upper campus portables.  These and other items on campus

are scheduled for pick-up next week pending the arrival of larger storage

boxes.  We have been pleased with the wonderful support, especially from the

maintenance department, during our transition to the Manzanita campus and

recognize the staffing and funding challenges that they, like many other

public agencies, face.

9.  INVITATION TO TRY OUT FOR THE KING PANTHERS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM

Try-outs for the King Panthers girls basketball team will be conducted this

week at King Middle School and ISM students in Grade 6 are invited to

participate on Thursday, January 13th from 4-5:30 pm and Grade 7 on Friday,

January 14th at 5 pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity for middle school

girls to participate in an organized sports team, which ISM does not

currently have.  Those students chosen for the team will participate as a

teammate on the King Panthers team and they will engage in daily practice

sessions at King Middle School.  The season lasts for nearly six weeks and

games are held during the week and not at all on the weekends.  Note: ISM

middle school boys will have the same opportunity this coming Fall to try

out for the King boys basketball team.

****************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

ISM FOUNDATION NEWS

Greetings everyone!  Just a reminder that we only have eight weeks to go

before our next World Neighborhood Gala and we need donations!  If you have

not already done so, please bring in your donations with a completed

donation form and drop it off at ISM.  If you need to have an item picked

up, please call Laura Alladeen at 392-1211 or email her at

lsalladeen@sbcglobal.net.

If you can help out with either making follow-up calls, soliciting auction

items, or working the day/night of the event, please also contact Laura with

that information.  Donations of the following items are needed:

*  Wine, and lots of it!  Cases, magnums, single bottles, novelty items, and

Champagne too!

*  Spa packages

*  Golf / tennis / music / cooking lessons

*  dinners at restaurants or private homes

*  artwork

* ceramic vases

* musical instruments

*  children's items

* gift baskets

* jewelry

* scarves / handbags

* antiques

* services

* time share / vacation rentals / airfare / hotel / travel packages

** anything and everything!  Thank you for your cooperation and support!

ISM COMMUNITY MESSAGE BOARD

This section is for non-ISM activities and events of interest to our school

community.  If you have an activity that you are supporting and wish to

share it with the ISM community, please submit details on the news item to

Development Director Erin Morita by the Thursday prior to the week in which

you would like to see the item appear.  You can bring your items into the

office in hard copy format or email them directly to Erin at

emorita@ismonterey.org.
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