ISM THEMATIC UNITS 

THIRD GRADE


Celebrating Uniqueness

2 Weeks

Central Idea:

We are all unique and wise in different ways.

Organizing Theme: 
Essential Questions:

1. What does it mean to be unique and wise?

2. How am I unique and wise?

3. How can I express my uniqueness and smarts?

4. What obstacles have/will I encounter in expressing myself?

New for 2007-2008

Habitats

Solar System

Light

Rise and Fall of Fishing Industries on the Monterey Peninsula

9 Weeks

Central Idea:

People use the ocean for food and business in different ways.

Organizing Theme: 
Essential Questions:

1. What do artifacts reveal about groups of people?

2. What was daily life like for different people in our area?

3. What fishing techniques have different people used?

4. How have people’s lives changed in response to other people?

The Abyss

9 Weeks

Central Idea:

Humans have designed tools to explore space, the deep sea and microscopic world.

Organizing Theme: 
Essential Questions:

1. What are the tools to explore space, the deep sea and the microscopic world?

2. What are the conditions organisms need to adapt to in space, deep sea and the microscopic world?

3. How do organisms adapt to those conditions?

4. How has a tool completely changed the view of the world and ourselves?
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