ISM THEMATIC UNITS 

SEVENTH GRADE SS


From Rome to Ruins

(Six Weeks)

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influence the development and destruction of civilizations.

Organizing Theme: 

Students will participate in a 6-8 week long unit designed to immerse students in the history, geography, politics, philosophy, society, daily life, art, architecture, religion, science and stories of the rich Roman culture.  Using a variety of sources, students will show understanding of the essential questions through simulations and role-playing, products and projects, tests and quizzes, and through various writing to learn activities.

Essential Questions:

1. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events and advances lead to the development of Roman Civilization?

2. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events, and advances lead to the destruction of Roman civilization?

3. What are the lasting social, cultural, philosophical, and technological contributions of Roman Civilization?

The Renaissance

(Six Weeks)

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influence development and destruction of civilizations.

Organizing Theme: 

Through a Virtual Renaissance Webquest, and research, both student initiated and teacher selected (A Renaissance Game on the Active History Website, and Mr. Dowling’s Electronic Passport), students will learn about the origins, accomplishments and diffusion of the Renaissance and its lasting contribution to world culture.  Student projects will be assessed through rubrics, which evaluate depth of information, creativity, conventions and neatness, and group work (as appropriate.)  Conventional tests will also be used to assess knowledge.

Essential Questions:

1. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events and advances lead to the development of the Renaissance?

2. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events, and advances lead to the end of Renaissance?

3. What are the lasting social, cultural, philosophical, and technological contributions of the Renaissance?

Medieval Europe

(Six Weeks)

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influence development and destruction of civilizations.

Organizing Theme: 

Through simulations, role-plays, projects, research, reading, performance and art, students will learn what led up to the Middle Ages, everyday life and important events during the period and the gradual dissolve into the period of the Renaissance and the end of Feudalism.  Student projects will be evaluated using rubrics, which assess depth of understanding, creativity, conventions and neatness, and group work (as appropriate.)

Essential Questions:

1. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events and advances lead to the development of Medieval European civilization?

2. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events, and advances lead to the destruction of Medieval European civilization?

3. What are the lasting social, cultural, philosophical, and technological contributions of Medieval European Civilization?

Reformation

(Six Weeks)

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influence development and destruction of civilizations.

Organizing Theme: 

Through reading and research, both student self-selected, and teacher directed (A Reformation Netquest, and articles from Active History), simulations, and a recreation of Luther’s Trial, students will come to understand the social, cultural, philosophical and technical changes that influenced the development and decline of the Reformation.  Student projects will be assessed using rubrics, which evaluate depth of information, creativity, conventions and neatness, and working as a group (as appropriate).  Conventional tests will also be utilized.

Essential Questions:

1. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events and advances lead to the Reformation?

2. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events, and advances lead to the end of the Reformation?

3. What are the lasting social, cultural, philosophical, and technological contributions of the Reformation?

Millennium Project

(Three Weeks)

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influence development and destruction of civilizations.

Organizing Theme: 

An introduction to the “sweep” of history encountered in the 7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum, students will research an “everyday” object through the period of 1,000 years.  Students in the 7th grade will research the object through the periods circa 500 BCE through 1500 CE.  Students will produce an annotated timeline, which tells about the artifact’s impact on the history as well as the culture of the time period in question.

Essential Questions:

1. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events and advances lead to the development of civilizations?

2. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events, and advances lead to the end of civilizations?

3. What are the lasting social, cultural, philosophical, and technological contributions of the artifact I researched to civilization?

Castle Towns: Tokugawa Japan

(Three Weeks)

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influence development and destruction of civilizations.

Organizing Theme: 

This unit will introduce students to the concept of feudalism as seem in a non-Western nation and compare and contrast it with Medieval European feudalism.  Students will read and analyze some of the basic features of Japanese history and geography during the late feudal period.  Students will also take part in a simulation of an attack on a Japanese castle of the feudal period.

Essential Questions:

1. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events and advances lead to the feudal period in Japan?

2. How did social, cultural, philosophical and technological ideas, events, and advances lead to the end of Japan’s feudal period?

3. What are the lasting social, cultural, philosophical, and technological contributions of Tokugawa Japan?
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