ISM THEMATIC UNITS 

FIFTH GRADE


DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT HISTORY

(3 weeks)

Central Idea: 

History is a collection of stories, with multiple meanings and perspectives.

Organizing Theme:

Social Science

Students will understand that history is in fact stories told by people and cultures and that the idea of history changes with who is telling the story.  Scientists are able to contribute factual information using a variety of techniques. Students will also understand that it is important to understand the past in order to make informed decisions about the future.

Essential Questions:

1. What is history?

2.  How do we study history?

3.  Why is history important?

YOU SAY YOU WANT A REVOLUTION

(8 weeks)

Central Idea: 

Revolutions fundamentally alter the way people live.

Organizing Theme: 

Students will understand that revolutions are not always violent and that they affect all aspects of human life.  Students will evaluate what is worth fighting for and analyze in what ways the American Revolution was truly revolutionary. Students will understand that revolution usually appears in times of social and cultural change.
Essential Questions:

1. Must a revolution be violent?

2. How revolutionary was the American Revolution?

3. What is worth fighting for?

4. What social conditions lead to revolutionary change?
IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS

(6 weeks)

Central Idea:  

The importance of written documentation in political events. 
Organizing Theme:

By exploring the foundational documents of the United States the students will understand that primary documents provide valuable information and an insight into the thoughts and ideas, which form historical events.

Essential Questions:

1. Who are the people in “We the People” 

2 What can we learn from primary documents?

3. What are the ideas about government expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution?

4. What are some of the sources of ideas expressed in the founding documents?
3 IS THE MAGIC NUMBER

(4 Weeks)

Central Idea: 

People and cultures chose ways to organize and govern themselves.

Organizing Theme:

 By exploring the US Constitution students will understand how the founding fathers developed a constitutional form of government with an emphasis on individual rights and limited powers. Students will also understand that there are a variety of ways to organize a government. 

Essential Questions:

1. How do people create a government?

2. What is the purpose of government?

3. How does our government compare to others around the     world?

4. How does the Constitution impact our lives today?
GO WEST, YOUNG MAN!

(8 weeks)

Central Idea:

People migrate for a variety of reasons. 

Organizing Theme:

Students will understand that migration occurs for a variety of reasons and that there are many issues, which occur when cultures mingle.

Essential Questions:

1. What social changes cause mass movements of people?

2. What factors shape the relationships between new migrants and indigenous people?

3. How do migrants alter/shape the lands in which they settle?

4. What responsibility do we have today to the indigenous 

cultures which were destroyed?

HISTORY DAY 

(Yearlong)

Central Idea: 

There is a process involved in analytic historical research.

Organizing Theme:

Students will understand the difference between primary and secondary documents and how to synthesize and evaluate information in order to conduct authentic historical research about a selected topic.  Students will be given the opportunity to be historians.
Essential Questions:

1.  What is the importance of historical documents? 

2.  Are all sources equally reliable?
3.  How do we determine the reliability of historical documents?
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