ISM THEMATIC UNITS

EIGHTH GRADE SS 


Uncovering History

(Two-Three Weeks)

Central Idea:

How do archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians come to know and understand ancient cultures?

Organizing Theme: 

This unit is designed as a short, introductory preface to how scientists, particularly archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians discover and come to understand ancient peoples.  Students will learn how scientists look at artifacts, both organic and man-made to create and test various hypotheses about the origins and culture of man.

Essential Questions:

1. How do scientists discover and analyze various artifacts (organic and man-made to understand ancient cultures?

2. What constitutes bias in History and how can it be avoided?

3. How can commonalities of Man be used to understand ancient cultures?

Foundations of a Nation

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influenced the development of the United States of America?

Organizing Theme: 

This unit lays the foundation for understanding the causes and roots of the American Revolution.  Lessons from historical accounts will lead to the discovery of the “Big Ideas” that made revolution possible.  Students will analyze through various methods (essay writing, small and large group discussion, journal writing, and document based questions, role playing, simulations, etc.) the people, events and documents that served as the forerunners of American political thought and resulted in the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution. 

Essential Questions:

1. What social, cultural, and philosophic ideas lead a people to revolution?

2. How are revolutionary ideas incorporated into a newly formed government?

3. In what ways did America’s founders succeed/not succeed in incorporating revolutionary ideals into practice?

The Nation Grows

Central Idea:

Social, cultural, philosophical and technological changes influenced the development of the United States of America?

Organizing Theme: 

Through looking at the early stresses and concerns of creating the American democracy, students will analyze the development of the U.S. Constitution, the nature of checks and balances in the US form of government, the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy and the importance of a free press to a democratic system.

Essential Questions:

1. How are some of the early concerns of America’s early democracy still evident in political discourse today?

2. What are the rights and duties of citizens of a democracy?

3. What is the role of a free press in a democracy?

Breaking Up is Hard to Do

Central Idea:

Governments will defend themselves from dissension and secession.

Organizing Theme: 

Using the American Civil War as a model, students will research another country’s Civil War to learn about the causes, effects and after-effects of Civil Wars through researching philosophies, events, people and arts of a self-chosen Civil War.

Essential Questions:

1. What are events and causes, in a nation, that lead to a civil war?

2.  In times of strife, like those during the Civil War, how do various groups within a nation cope?

3. What are the lasting effects of Civil War on various groups within a nation?
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