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Dear ISM Parent,

The new schoal year has begun with a great start!

By now, you should have been introduced to your "Classroom Champion" who will keep track of
the percentage of giving in your classroom. Inside of every classroom doar, there is

a thermometer that will keep you updated on the progress of your class,

Below, wou will find a list of "Classroom Champions" with their contact information. Please do
not hesitate to contact any of these folks with questions or comments,

our goal is to reach 100% participation - 50% by October - and so far this year, we are at
43%! We appreciate all your efforts helping us reach that goal.

Why 100% Participation?
Cid vou know that: foundations to which we apply for grants, look at the number of families

who contribute financially? If they see that 100% or our families are supportive, they too will
support ISM programming.

Did wou know that: we have a donar family that has given nearly $250,000 to ISM aver the
wears., They hawve indicated that they may end their support if

participation by the parent community doesn't go up to 100%. They need to know that other
families are as committed as they are to the schoal,

Did wou know that: families need give only what they can afford. If families are able, we
encourage them to reach the goal of contributing $1500 per student to the school. If you

are not able to contribute $1500, we ask that you give whatever you can to your child's
education. The baottam ling, is that we hope everyone will give something. and there is no gift
too small, but there iz also no gift too large.

Let's see the thermometer rise to 100%!

Sincerely,
The ISM Foundation Team




1st Grade
M=, £ - 30%
M=, Shapiro - 25%

Znd Grade
Ms. Gagnon - 50%
M=, Baxter - 29%

2rd Grade
IS, Brown - 30%
Mr, Mills - 4196

4th Grade
M=, Welsh - 26%
Ms, Arnow - 329%

Eth Grade
M=, Burns - 442%
Mr. Riguelme - 37%

6th Grade
M=. Shephard - 15%
Ms.Stephanie - 27%

Tth Grade
Mr. Lane - 33%
Mr, Zugave - 12%

2th Grade
M, Brandau - 25%

Investing in Your Child's Education

The International School of Manterey is 3 501(3)c) non-profit
organization. As such 100% of your financial contributions
may be tax deductible. 501(3)(c) Tax ID# 74-3002542.

Please make checks pavable to ISM Foundation, and mail to
P.0O. Box 711, Monterey, CA 93940, You may also leave
contributions in the black box in the office at the school.

If you would prefer, we are now ahle to accept contributions
onling using Paypal at www.ismonterey.org. Make a one time
pavment, or if it's more convenient, you can now make a
monthly contrbution on your credit card,

Money orders and cash contributions are always welcome as
well!

If you have any questions about the [SM Foundation or would
like find out more about participating in the Foundation, please
email John Tilley at foundation@ismonterey.org,




September  Donor Profile

Every month we will feature comments from a

family who has made contributing to the 15M
Foundation a priority,

Gabriella & Fausto Perez:
"Setting Priorities”

Gabrialla Paraz iz & first-grade taachar in & Salinas public
slarnantary schoal, Fausks Parer iz & cook at Rop's of
Pablble Beack, Witk son Glevanni in fifth grade and daughter
Irabellz (Gioli) jn sacond grade, Fausto and Gabrialla make
an annea! financial contribution fo IEM of $3,000 par paar
{42,500 pey child) ko pap For the services and staffing not
coverad by Hhe Average Daily Aendance funding.

Like many ISM Families, my husband Fausto
and [ need to budget carefully to meet
expenses, We are both first-generation
immigrants. Fausto comes from El Salvador; 1
am from Germany,

Because we are sach far from our aging
parents, we make periodic international flights |
to wisit them or to bring them here to wisit us, |
This is expensive, of course, Also, Fausto and |
hi= siblings support his parents financially. .

ik

To make all this work, we set a strict family budget and cut corners everywhere we can,
except in the priority areas, Our priorities are our daily living expenses, visiting family and
supporting our parents, and contributing to 15K,

YWe don't eat out. We don't go to Starbucks, We don't shop at Macy's, We have the maost
basic cable service available {and we signed up for that only recently because we couldn't
resist that World cup coverage!). \We don't go to the first run movie theaters, but our annual
membership contribution to KAZL gets us 12 free movies per year at the Csio Theater, \We
accept hand-me-down clothing enthusiastically, and we shop for toys at second hand shops
and ward sales, We get household goods for free on Freecycle, If you aren't familiar with this
wonderful resource, I urge you to check it out: www. freecycle.org!

I'll be blunt: you save a lot of money by not buwing a Wi Game or a big screen T,

We aren't suffering. It is just a matter of priorities for us, We walue visiting our aging parents
abroad and helping them out and making a monthly contribution to our children's education
much more than we value having new furniture or a fancy T,

To fund our £3,000 annual contribution to ISM, we put £300 on our credit card each month for
ten months out of the year, and then we give ourselves 3 two-month break. Of course, we
use a credit card that gets airline miles! $£3,000 is a significant budget item, given that our
finances are wery tight. But, we consider it to be absolutely worthwhile,

&t £1,500 per year per child, ISM is still much cheaper than any private school available to any
of us, In fact, it is cheaper than pre-schoal. Full-time preschool cost us £600 per month for
one child, Fausto and I could not have afforded to have both children in pre-school at the
same time,

ISM offers much more to all our children than does the typical public schoal. T should know!
The public school where I teach receives lots of categorical funding in addition to the Awverage
Daily Attendance funding, but the kids just get the basic reading, writing, and arithmetic: they
get no drama, no art, no foreign language instruction, no physical education, no real science
or social studies instruction, no classroom aides, and no field trips at all. We all want more for
our kids than just the basics, But, the extras do come with a price tag, and I strongly believe
that we who benefit from all our extras at ISM are the ones who need to step up and fund
these things.




I got invalved at ISM before it was even farmed. I had taken my cat to the vet, carrying
Giovanni in an infant carrier, The vet took a look at Giovanni and took a look at me and said
"With wour international child, you might be interested in this new International Schoal that is
being formed." I went to an ISM planning meeting and signed the charter. I signed that
charter for my son and any future children I might have, because I knew I wanted my bi-racial
kids to benefit from an ethnically diverse environment. I have not regretted my decisian,
Fausto and I consider ISM to be an excellent investment.

I'm revealing some intimate details about our family because I'm sure we are just like a lot of
other ISM families. Many of us have to get creative to have the life and education we want
for our children. If same of you have money-saving strategies, I hope you will pass them on to
e, as [ have shared ming here,

If you are already being creative and you still can't afford to fund that $1,500 gap between
what ADA funds cover and the true cost of an ISK education, then I understand, Mot all of us
can stretch a budget that far. But, I know that each of us can contribute something.

I want to thank all of you who contribute financially to I1SM, at whatever level you can afford,
You are helping my children, as I am helping yours,

I am 100% behind the concept of 100% participation. It is all 3 matter of setting priorities.
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2008/2009 Classroom Champions

Plasha Will plashawill@gmail.com 521-5840

Jennifer Bliss jennifer_bliss@csumb.edu 384-8600

Shanon Karm shannonwriter@yahoo.com 394-4510

Danielle Rodhouse daniellerodhoused@sbeglobal.net 3¥5-7966

Rodney Smith berrysmith928@comcast.net 595-2588
iCraig Brinton brintoncraigd@yahoo.com 595-4827

Dana Cleary doleary@chispahousing. org 682-8016
Kenley Butler kenley. butler@miis. edu 372-1833

Mark Miller mdmillersS@ywahoo, com 915-3254
Denise LaFontaine dmlafontaine@sboglobal.net 299-9000

Lisa Moberg lisa@landalinks. com 393-1789
John Tilley theSamswimidyahoo.com 521-6546

Denise LaFontaine dmlafontaine@sboglobal.net 299-9000
Lisa Bennett lisaben@redshift.com none

Jennifer Stone jenstone?23@sboglobal.net 657-91E56
Jennifer Stone jenstone?23@sboglobal. net 402-3490 (o)

Dawvid Awebuck davidawerbucki@comcast.net 372-6194
Ken Peterson Iyncherson@sboglobal . net 646-8054

Bill Lutz wwlutzi@sboglobal net 375-6403




