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Happy Holidays!

As you probably noticed this morning at drop off, this week
(December 7-11) is the ISM Foundation Annual Fund Drive.
Volunteers will be will be on campus every morning from 7:30AM-
8:00AM at the lower and upper drop off zones to accept your Family
Share Contributions.

Each family who makes a donation during the Fund Drive will
receive either a muffin (generously donated by Layer's Cakes in
Monterey) or a Power Bar (generously donated by Power Bar). We
also have gift certificates available for folks who would like
to give their child the "Gift of Education™ this holiday season.

There are two GREAT reasons to contribute to the ISM Foundation
right now, and we want to make sure that you know about them.

First: though 2009 is drawing to a close, it's not over yet.
You still have time to make a tax-deductible donation to the
I1SM Foundation for 2009.

Second: ISM is one of the local non-profits selected by the
Monterey County Weekly as a recipient of some matching
grant monies. What does that mean? It means that the Monterey
County Weekly, through their Community Fund will donate
additional funds to selected non-profits; we're one of them! In
other words, if you make a contribution now, it is worth more! So if
you haven't yet made a contribution to ISM, or if you were planning
on making another, now is the time to do it!

PLUS, the Monterey County Weekly will provide two additional
grants: A $1,000 grant will go to the organization with the
largest number of donors and another $1,000 grant will go
to the organization with the most donors under age 35 years
old. This gives ISM students an opportunity to support their own
school with pocket change or allowance money and, perhaps,
leverage an additional $1,000!

Please follow this link for the quick and easy form to fill out (check
box number 18):
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/files/donationform.pdf

Contributions must be made to the Monterey County Weekly
Community fund or you can pay by credit card (you have to call in
the credit cards to 831-394-5656), and the funds will be attributed
to ISM.
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As of December 1st 58%b6 of our families have contributed to the
Family Share program. Our goal next week is to receive first
time contributions from the 156 families who have not yet
given (for those that have already given, THANK YOU!) and to
raise $50,000 towards our annual goal.

If you have not already done so, please make your contribution
today - and of course - if you are able to do more and help support
the education of another student at ISM, please consider doing so.

Thanks

The ISM Foundoation Team

P.S. This month's donor profile
highlights the Millers, who are
grandparents giving on behalf of
their grandchildren's education.
We wanted to report that so far,
we have received almost $5000
from grandparents making
donations to ISM! A
grandparent's contribution is
attributed to the Fair Share total
for that grandparent's
family...so if there are any
grandparents who would like to
give the "Gift of Education” to
their grandchildren, we have gift
certificates available!

P.P.S. If you are interested in
becoming a member of the ISM
Foundation, please contact
Plasha Fielding Will at
foundation@ismonterey.org

The Foundation meets on

the first Saturday of every
month at 9:00AM at MY
Museum, 425 Washington Street
in Monterey.
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Every month we will feature comments from a family who has made contributing to the ISM Foundation a priority.

December Donor Profile
Carol and Curtis Miller
"Grandparents Donating To
Their Grandchildren's
Education

Carol and Curtis Miller are the grandparents
of Jasmine Miller, a 4th grader in Mr.
Spencer's fourth grade class. Mr. and Mrs.
Miller live in Galesburg, MI.

Greetings to the ISM Community!

Last year, our son and daughter-in-law,
Mark and Jaehee Miller, asked us if we would
consider providing some financial support to
Jasmine's school.

We, support many different organizations that we believe in, both financially and as volunteers. But
none is more critical or important for us than the school where our only grandchild is educated.

We are pleased by the commitments that Jaehee and Mark made to seek out and to enroll Jasmine at
ISM. Their commitments made it an "easy sell" for us to support the school financially. And, of course,
we are especially happy about the quality and breadth of the education that Jasmine is receiving.

Therefore, we contributed to the ISM Foundation last year, and we will continue to contribute in the
future.

When our own children were young, they attended local public schools, and we were actively involved
in contributing and soliciting funding to support these schools. It seems natural to continue this
support for our granddaughter, Jasmine.

Having recently listened to a talk by Greg Mortenson (author of Three Cups of Tea), we so appreciate
that children in our country have the excellent opportunities they do.

We believe that quality education must be a continuing effort to develop children to their full potential
and allow them to become responsible world citizens and leaders of the future.

If we ever hope to live in a society of responsible, caring citizens, our efforts must start with our
children. Our children and grandchildren should be aware of the world in which they live and which they
will inherit. They must be exposed to and experience a life where there is diversity and where there is
acceptance of and respect for all. These values are what we perceive as standard at ISM.

When we come to California to visit Mark, Jaehee, and Jasmine, we attend classes and activities at ISM.
We have been impressed with the broad-based academic experiences and social values that Jasmine
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has gained. Her enthusiasm and active participation in her own education says a lot about the school.
It is encouraging to meet Jasmine's ISM friends and see that they share the same zest for learning,
positive attitude and respect for others.

We know that much of the school's strength comes from the enthusiastic support of parents.
Therefore, for us as grandparents, it is with equal enthusiasm that we provide financial support for ISM.

We are fortunate to have worked for a corporation (Pfizer Pharmaceutical) that matches gifts we make
to charitable and/or educational organizations. Thus, contributions that we make to the ISM Foundation
are enhanced by matching corporate funds.

Those who work, or worked, for organizations with matching gifts programs should take full advantage
of this perk. We ask that you look into the possibility of your own company matching your tax-
deductible gifts to ISM.

Another great way to make contributions is to transfer stock to ISM. If you do this, you get a federal
and state tax credit for the full value of the stock on the day it is transferred to ISM. You are NOT taxed
on the stock's appreciated value. ISM assumes this responsibility but since it is tax exempt, there is NO
tax liability.

Check with your financial advisor to get details for exactly how to contribute stock, if you think this is
something you would like to do. Doing so allows you to make a contribution, avoid capital gains taxes,
and get an income tax deduction all at the same time. The ISM Foundation knows what information is
required and how to process stock contributions.

We are sure that those lucky grandparents who live locally find it personally rewarding to volunteer in
the classroom or help out ISM in other ways. But, a financial donation of any size really helps things
along at the school. And, for relatives who live as far away as we do, a financial contribution is a
tangible way we can take part in the ISM community.

We are extremely proud to have Jasmine attending ISM. We are proud that Jaehee and Mark volunteer
at the school and contribute financially on their own. We are equally proud to be financial supporters of
ISM. We encourage all grandparents to share in this experience.

~Carol and Curtis Miller—



